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"To the Right Wérfhipful 


ESQUIRE, 


OF 


, 


- A Favourer of this A RT... 
Phe Avchot witheth all Health and Hlonowr 


here, atid Happinefs hereafter. 


fro:2 whom I firft recerved it , and to 


% " 


a pay my thanks for thoft borrowed [parks | 
| gvbich bave fince 


That debtor 25 too ungrateful, and di ferves to have 
nafavour fhew*d bina in the printip Ls that never 


Phis Obligation, Si* , was ome Motiveto addref 


this Piece to you , having at firft been initiated 1% 


this little Art I pretend to,by your Brother and your 


pm Is both my duty and my debt, to retnre 
the improvement of my valent to 724s 


romestopay, much lef acknowledge an gatereff. 


| 
| 
| 


" Ballwick in Northamptonfbire 5 


Rindled and increaftdinto aflame. _ 


Self; but fearing withal the fevere and critical cems 


_ fore of a niore jadicions Ey Be pleafed there~ 
ee. ee Ax fore 


thie 


o baba oa 


‘Wetter acquainted with. fo'gréat, a part of ts own 
- Treafure; andra make it know that there are jet 


Po Ripte Werthipfaly: Soong). LN As 
FA A hah Lhe a ne Es 8 unt bee ‘ 


Pie eine 


\Thé. Epiftle Dedicatory. _ 
“fore toaccept of this {mall.Tr ribute, not for_eny 


of my Gratitude. Yuor Name (I confe/:) | 


4s too Great to: ftand in’ the Front of fo inconfide~ 
rable a Paper as this, wherewith I here prefent 


Jou, and might make a fuitable Frontifpiece for | 


foe far more excellent Work., Whatever it be, 


it bees your Candid Acceptance, it may patbaps 
need, but I fear it deferves not fo good a Patron. 
Another reafow (Sir ) why I offer this Tra to 
you, is aw Ambition I haveto bring the World 


Ee ae eee nee 


eRe een t hs aa 


5, 


eS We ste mh id Yours in all Ghriftian Services ers) 
s Se Netra ee ae ¥ wes & 
pi ‘ a oo ne ; 


: RO. NOBBES. 


mat Bn ae 


tee 


Ingenious Reader. 


ee 


“Good Reader, 

- T’ is not: any defire either of profit or cre-. 

‘dit , that induc‘d me to write this Piese, — 
A but only the folicitations of fome p: ivate 
Friends, concurring with my own Nature and : 
inclination, which was: always,addicted to this _ 
rt, [never could fee any thing of this Sub- — 
& in particular: The Compleat Angler hints the 


7 


moft at it, asfirftof the Natureand Generation, — 
_ Gefner that Ido. He alfo obferves fome ‘Phyfi- | 
: ffeéts of him, the Spa aap ie all ete 
af Baits ; efpecially of the Frog, he fpeaks much, 
the. Ledger Bait. He hath inferted,a Story — 
he conceives venemous ,and a Pike in a Pond ae 
Bohemia. He fhewsthe way to bait the Hook, — 
as alfp to play it with Bladders, Bullrufhes, Gc. 
"Teaches a way to charm and invite the fith, by 


fweetning the Bait with Gum of Ivy diffolyed 
in Oil ‘of Spike ;: as likewifea Receipt to roafta — 
Pike. “This i the fam of Mr. Walton's. Dit 
urfes,-‘Lhen there» isthe Gentleman's Recra~ 


rn oe 
4 a 92 : ee 
baile sta hu ba age : nay: a. Se sie 


To the Ingeniom Reader. | 
tion, hath one Chapter, but much the fame as 

the other , as borrowed from him. I never 
could fee any other concerning Trolling, though 
if there be, 1t may be of an old ftanding ; and a- 
ny thing new does more pleafe, becaufle Adens 
hominum eff noritatis ouide T have not putit m 
that florid Drefs of Eloquence or Rhetorical 
Phrafes , nor indeed would the Subject bear it, 


Ornarir es ipfa Baad ty contenta doceri, | : 


‘The thing it @lfis only welf content, 
Tobe for ufe, and nor for Ornament. 


- UconfefsThave not had that Experience in the 
Art, which many have that have made it their 

— bufine& for the fpace of féveral years, and F 
ut alate pretender; however this, may invite 
fomethatare more judicious and able to under- 
take the Work ; in the mean time ufé this ull’ 
Detter comes, andthink of that of the Poet, — 


er Siguid nowifti rettins iffes 
Candids imperti, [i non bys utere meoum. 


If any thing thou know? that betteris, 
_ Impert it, elfe content thy felf with this. 


Te cannot be expected that this Diftourft 
fhould have increafed into any sa ali ag 
i Upee pec” She 


git To the Ingenious Readcr, 
 thefe being only the private Sentiments and Col- 
 fections of my own Experience. The firft Edi- | 
« tionis always the leaft, if it were worthy of aSe- 
cond Impreffion , it might receive fome Additi- 
on, ashaving the advantage of being enlarged 
|  pythehelp of fome new and more refined Noti- 
ons. Nor isthe fubject Matter enough copious 
_ tomake a fuller Trearife, it being confin‘d to 
one particular manner of Fifhing ; which if it 
+ shad extended to the generality of the Art , and 
© toall the Frefh Water Inhabitants, it might have 
| made this diminutive piece to fwell into a Folio. 
The Defign of it 1s only to give them fome 
_ infight and inftru€tions, that are wholly igno- 
| rant, but defircto learn: not that it can benefit 
_ thofe thatare already taught, and perhaps may 
find, or at leaft pretend to find many errors init ; 


|  forthis Icanatteft, that what is faid is as true as 


ae 


 Probarum eff ; having not confided to any mans 
| judgment but to my own experience. W hether 
then it be approved on or not, it muft take its 

_ fortuneas all other Books do, which are blamed 
‘by fome and commended by others: _ | 


—— Habent fuafata libelli — 


Books have their chance as well as other things, 


 Asplainas it is,it may be ferviceable to foraes 
and if it had been far better and more accurately 
; pace? eN, done, 


hae ec the Tagenious ‘Reader. 


a Sones it. might he condemned by others, 
- Every man that isa ifherman hath fome private _ 
‘thoughts of his own, which he will ftill prefer 
: before others. Befides the Diverfions of Fifhing 
| (are, now genetally undervalued , i it being an Art 
which few take leaftire in; nothing pating for 
, hich is not brave and coft- 
iougt men.could not gratifie’ ‘ther Sen- 
Aes without the confumiption « of their Eitates.” 
les Baking. and Hunting b have had their Excel 
& “lencies celet rat ith large. ‘Encomiums , and 
“ though I ‘defign not to flight or’ difparage thofe 
“Noble Recreations , “which have been fo much 
famed in all Ages: and by all degrees, yet this 1 
“mutt affirm , ‘that ‘they fall not nee ‘the ‘cont- 
pals. of every meatn perl fon to purftie, being asit 
“were only. entailed’ on vaft eftates; for if lower 
Fortunes fhould feck toenjoy them , ’ ‘Adi ewn’s 
f Fable might prove: a true Story, and thefe. Ra- 
genous Birds makea prey upon ‘their Matters. 
: “Befides thofe Recreations are Moré obrioxiois to 
“Chollet and’ Pallion: than’ thefe of ‘ours.’ “Our 
_ fimple Art Colnpoles the Soul to’ that’ quiet and 
-ferenity, which gives a man ‘the fulleft t pofleffion 
and fruition of himfelf and all ‘his enjoyments. 
-Phisclearnef$ and cquammity of Spirit being 
-amatter.of fo higha;concern, -is of much: value. 
and efteem in the opinion of many profound . 
‘Philoohers, Witnefs that Excellent Tract of 
SPetrarche ; : De Trivngicilinate Aninio'; iy ‘and Cet 
ere BO ad Ay a ; rainly 
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AT) the Ingenious s Reader. Lae 


y he that lives, Sibi Deo; leads tee 
ADDY. Life. Though all thefe Contentments 
“many more, both: for. Health and Pleafure, | 
lto gratifie the Senfes as delight the Mind, _ 
rom this cheap: ‘ and as fome call in.) 
‘ancholy “Art: Hay. though | all thefe | 
factions do procced from it, and it tp 
ds pleafure at fuch.an eafie rate, yet 


Meet ea no other : nter i 


ry 


pment in | 


St ay t 
ik Co great (tistagtion te io is, Wh 
l- Balog ic pica and Servant > <~ 


To his Ingenioiis Friend 


Mr. ROBERT NOBBES, 


Phy On his Book called = 
Sag The Compleat Troller. 


O 
G Of thy Experience lend the World apart : 
Let thy Light fhine, that Men may fee thereby 
Theres nothing private kept can earfy. 
Hide not thy Talent : Dread that curfed fate 
Of bim that hidit ; and communicate. 
Blufhnot, nor fear thy fecrets to unfold ; 
For what thoufay ft bas been approved of old, 
And prattisd too, the difference only this, 
Their fport in falt , thine infrefh water ws, 
The good Difciples firft catch’d filh, and then 


on (Dear Brother) to difplay thine Att, 


They left their Nets, and afterwards catch’d Men. 


Fronsavhich we may this Obfervation make, 
Tis lawful Fifh aswell as Men totake, 
Thy Sacred Funtiion us Divine, and all 

Thy Recreations ApofPolical. 


Catch what thou long baft fifh'd for, then go pray, 
Catch one great Fifh, agd throw thy Net away. 


Your truly humble Servant, 
GD, of Trin. Coll. 


To 


| 
| 
| 


"T’o his Efteemed Friend. 


Ms ROBERT NOBBES. 
@n his Book of 


» TROLLING. 


is . 
L® proud Acton chafe the tim vous hart, 
1 And fair Diana pierce hina with a Dart, 
La Pan the Satyrs andthe Nymphs controll, 
fad briny Nereus on the Billows roll. “(greit, ied 
Whit thou the Brooks and filver fr cams aye 
of Avon, Cham, Welland, and Nine, that meet. 
Thou do ft not treat of that he formed Race, 
Which Neptune governs with bis Triple Mace: 
Ne of that Monfter i inthe Ocean deep, 
Which did in’s Belly three days Jonas keep: 
‘Nor of the Orke that on Cephean Sirand , 
Bold Perfeus iw with trong and mi hty hand, 
Nor of th* Admirer of weet t Harp, that bore 
- Arion fa fafely on his back to th? Shore. 
Nor of that Fifh thar bears a Sword in?s Snout, 
Nor the fierce Thrafher, that does fling about. 
_ Nor th? Crocodile, phat weeps when be does wrong 
The Turbat , Sturgeon, or the Conger long. 
- Thefe are the Flock of Proteus Watry Fold, 
find are too ftrong for fender Lines to hold, 
| Thy Recreation bath imore eafiebeen, 
de Rivers fre, adored with Meadows green, 
Ss Checker’d 


e, 


Peer ape ee 


 Checker’d with F. lowers, cloath'd in Vers Live ry, 
 Enamell’dround with Flora’s Tapeftry. ) 
|. Lhefe are thy Countrey paftimes and delights, 
Proud of goodluck, when.greedy Lupus bitess 
+ And: crofs the (ream thy flender line does draw, 
-—— Gorging thy gliftering bait ins hungry Mar ; 
Then ftrike him gently , tire him, and lie. down 5 
Take bim by th? Eyes,and give him leave to drown. 
3 _ In thefe Diverfions thou do*ft amitate 
Thole Tavelve Chrift chofe bis Word to propegat és 
This Recreation they did countenance, = 
And by their pratiice did it much advances. 
| Thou their Example haft before thine Eyes, ) 

) How they did ufe this harmlefs Exercife; 


: Inthis thou truly das ft Apoftolizxe. | 


Bae ie eh cal Bet : © a ae 


Be 
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“And its Praile in ecsall 


#s. ‘ 


, Hen God at firfk les ‘d pene ina Seat . pe 
So rare, fo rich, fo princely, and fo. great, 
d ms fair Garden Eaftward to pag Sun, | Cond : : a 


ee Grft Bupbtaten, whofe ae waves sdo ke” bi 
ke Monarchs Towers of proud Semiramis. at as 
ft Pifon thence, and Gibon did arife,, eae de ae 
rns the fourth to water Paradife;- ae 
fe in their kind were furnifhed to prefeat 
m with Fifth from th‘ Watry Element: |. a 43 
usa added to his bhifs, by which we fee. ae ig, 
ing derives an.ancient Pedigree, -_ sp ae 
d bears its date from the Forbidden ee 
unto. him that built the Woodden W: all, 


{till the Bi ‘fb seek ne in sheenrone Soke Pi 
ipisescher Rain, nor Bor a 


Ga the Antiquity and Invention of Fi ins, 
‘Noah with ther himfelf might recreate, (Gen, 8. 
Till Dove brought news.the Waters did abate. 
Food fure was (Pale ics Mr. Flood had iefr, 
Few Beafts bur thofe for procreation kept. 
» Hunger might forée eight perfons to devife 
PA trick to take what F7/h to th‘ top did rife. 

“Now this to Poets ition did afford (ftor‘d. 
How th‘ emp y World fhould be with peopie 
When good Deucalien and his Pyrrha dear, 
Were left of all that overwhelmed were. 

They to an ancient Temple went, that ftood 
Forlorn and wafted by the raging Flead. 
Proftrate they fell upon the facred ground, 
Devourly praying th‘ Earth might re-abound. 
The Goddelsheard thetr prayers,& bid themtake_ 
"Their Mothers boues,& throw behind their back. 
This Oracle obfcure and dark of fenfe, (thence: 

— Amaz‘d their minds,what they might draw from 
They then view‘d hill and dale,each rock & trees 
And thought theEarrbtheir Mother wellnnghtbe. 
Therefore to try if it were faile or true, — 

‘The featter‘d ftones behind their backs they threw, 
Forthwiththe fones asthey had life conceiv‘d, 
Began to move, and more and morereceiv*d 
The thape of A4am. Thus was the World again 
Supply‘d with people fprung with little pazn. 

But yet no Birds or Beafts for meat was found, 
Since the great Deluge alt deftroy*d an d dtown'd, 

’ "Then did Dencalion firft the Art invent 
Of Fifhing, and to Woods and Groves he pei , 
uk. | | , ere 


and its Praife in general. ec 
ere from the7Zrees long rinds & crooks hr brake, 
And made them 4ooks and /imes the Fifhto take.’ 
iE nthis rude fort began this fimple rr, 
The Fifhas yet had felt but little fmart. _ 
nd were to bite more eager, apt, and bold, 
that frft Age, which wasthen all of Gold, 
ut when in time the fear and dread of A4az 
I] more and more on th‘ Creatures, they begam 
oftand in awe of this Ufurping King, ne 
hat did both Se#s and Earth in thraldom bring. 
Twas then a Work of greater skill to take. 
The wary Fifh in any Pond or Lake. 
30 worfe and worfe two Ages more did pai, 
And Hooks were made of Silver and of Brafi; — 
And Lines of Hemp and Flax were framed new, 
ftill this 4r¢ more.perfectdaily grew. 
But at the laft the Jron Age grew near, 
And Hooks of hardeft Stee invented were; 
And Rods of lighteft Cane and Hazel Plant, 
And Lines of Sik and Hair no Skill did want. - 
Thus far the Fable, -- next the Truth prefets 
ow Psfh of wonders have been inftruments, 
A monfirous Fifh God did prepare,tofave (Fon.X. 
he angry Prophet in the Buxine Wave, : 
hich doth for us. an Obfervation make, 
Phat toa Fifh the great Febouah fpake. 
f great and ftrange effec?s b'intorm‘d youmay, _ 
you'll give credit to Apeerypha, 
Where th? Fifhes gall they dry and pulverize. 
a'curg the whitenefs of old Tobit’s eyes;(To0b.6. 
q 3 fe And 


Pave: 
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| Onthe Antiquity and Inventionof Fifhing 
And of che Hearts perfume is madea pel ae } 
"To charm the Devil fweetly into’ Hell, - 
Whether or not this Truth authentick be, 
We will nothere difpute Authority. 
‘Only believe'it with a Moral Fath, — Bae] 
_ And: now let‘s hear what Evangelinm {aith:- ie 
| When che ColleStors of the Tribute went 
Fo Chrift for pay, to th‘ Seas be Sunonfent, >. : 
Who op‘nng th*® Fikes motith,that he firft rook; — 
A piece of Afoney witha Silver Hook. ( Mat. 17. | 
When at Emans Chry? alone appear’d (Like 24. 
| Toth‘two Difciples that'a Spirit fear®d yo 
He asked them for meat, andthe firft Difh 
 "Thathe dideatof wasa broiled Fuh. 
_ When Céri/f another umeappearance made, 
He found‘s Difciples at the Fafhing Prades hoi o 
Andrew and fames and Fobn were toiling fore, 
Mending their Nets when‘fe/ws{tood on th*Shere. 
‘When Sionon Peter faw it wasthe Lords ( fob. 
O'rjoy’d he was, and leaped over- board, 9-7/. 
Naked, girt only with his Fifhers Coat, © Fae 
He caft himfelf down head-long from the Boat. . 
This Peter durft not onthe Warers pals, 
Withouthis Mafter, yet chief Fifher was 5'* °” 4 
ChiefShepherd,& firft Pope, whole natn (fay forme) 


| Defcended'to thtold Fufherman at Rome) > 
Whar if Se. Peterne'rto Rome wasfent, o 
‘The Seripturedays he ofta Fifhing went... © i) 
_ - What ifhe ne‘rfate Bifhopin Rorze's See, 
 AtSeahe was with th Sons of Zebedee. (Afar... 
ao Oe Who 


a 


esenyoe wes 4 RO ea), RL TE 


peel aadats Praife is generals’ S| ; 
) lorig hadtoyl’d, and had nothing cages | 

ill Jefus bid them let down for a draught ; 

2which:a multitude though they did take, 

g. written there, their Nets it did not breaks a ) 

ut ftrait retin'd themfelves. from thenceiand fed Ve 

pon their broiled Fifhes and theirBread. (Mati. 

?3 faid they took an’ Hundred, fifty, three 5 

te of all kinds i‘the Sea. of Galilee < bt he) 

which all forts of Men is Gonihtd, die 

d the great F, ifhing-of the World imply‘ 5, 

the “Apoftles by their Preaching thall, 

Poor and Rich, both Bafe and. Noble talk 

draw them: with their Nets fom theWerlds » 

fo th‘ Ship of Gomfort.and' Felicity... (Sea 
mosy, Ejay, Habakkuk. compare. Ofe 29. 

ings that of worth and. great importance are-, 

SF ia ag, Drags, and INets,and like.to. thefey 

Wifemans F: Cifb-pools inthe Canticles(Can.7— 

Da Exekieland feremy . (Jers 1.6). (19. 

all Preachers F ‘ifher in their Pro hefie. (Ex i 

(hole Doédtrine is their Nets which from thefe tas 

o draw. Mens Souls into Eternal Joys? bak 

then’ Chriff his power and God head didexpr ef 
th‘hungry people in theWaldernefs. (Mat. TA. 

ppt made choice of Loaves, Lifes faff and thetig 
ro little Fifhes fed Five thoufand Mem} 

nother timea multitude he fed, “ak i : 
h few {mall Fifhes anda Tittle Bread. 

efearch Chronicles, we there: ny Ene 

Artof Fifhing from Fi a ak 


\ 


On the Antiquity and Invention of F ifhing, &c, 
When Bithop Wilfrid turn‘d to Chriftian Faith, 
"The Heathen Saxons (an Hiftorian faith) » 

He teaches them this Art at firft, and makes 
ThofeNets catch fifb,which did before catch fnakes, 


- He'going with thefe Pagans to the Brook : 


Three hundred Fifhes with their Nets he took, 
Strait he divides the fpoil,and one part gets 
Himfelf then furnifhed them that own'd theNet:: 
‘The third part to’ the poor he did divide, 
Which ntade‘s Religion to be deifi‘d, 


And gain‘d him Converts, when he did beftow 


His Prayets above , with bleflings here below. 


‘And view the Circlesin’ Aftronomy, 


In fine if you look up to*th Azure sky : 


“You there may fee a Fith prefer‘d fo high 


"The Heavens are with the Conftellation grac‘d 


Pifees is next unto Aquarias plac‘d 5 ~ | 
For leaft the Firmament a fign fhould lack, 


‘A Fiththe Twelfth isin the Zodiack. 


“Thus fromthe Ocean to the Stars, wé ean’ 


‘Advance the Praifes of the Fifherman. — 
And ‘tis from Gofpel and the by Mt feen,” 


 ‘Whathonour, ufe of Fith, and Fifhing’s been. 


TH 


i THR | 
Fifhermans With. | 


uld I might livenear Avontsflowry brinks 
And on the World, and my Creator thine 
others firive ill gotten goods t§ embraces 

I near Welland had a dwelling place. 


I thefe harmlefs paftimes might pur{ue , 
controll‘d might Pondsand Rivers vicq3 
others {pend their time in bafe excefi, 
inking, Gaming, and in Wantonnefs. 

ld I might let my fancy feed its fill, 

tly by frelh Rivers walk at will, 

others toyl in hunting , and perplext, 

with unquict Recreations vext, 

ld I might view the Compals of the Sky, 
aming Chariot of the Worlds great eye, 

| fair Aurora lifiing up her head, 

ing to rife from old Vithonus bed. 

ld I might walk in Woods and Forrefts long, 
hofe cool Boiveys the Birds fing many a Song ; 
fin theVerdant Meadows fre(h and green, 
T might fit and Conrt the Summers Queen. 


Sic Optat, R. N° 


a Ofthe Name and Nature of a Pike. 


or elfe ( which is more probable) from 
ns the Greek word for Lupus 5 for as” the 
olf is the moft ravenous and ‘cruel among 
eafts , fo the Pike is moft greedy and devouring, 
mong Fifhes. Sothat Lupus Pifcis tho it be 


e Pike it {elf 5 the frefth water Wolf. *Heis: of 


Frogs, Sc. 


operfor the Sea-Wolf , yet itis often ufed for 


out fome. 


Pike-is called in the Latin Lucius, eithel, a 
a Lucendo, from fhining in the Waterss. 


z The Compleat Treller , or 
and (fomefay) he will faften upon greater A- 
nimals.» A.German Writer reports for a certain 
truth, ‘Fhat when he had his Mule to drink at 
the River Rhine, fhe was caught fo fait by her 
neather lipp wich a Prke ;.that being forely bit- 
ten and terrified at fo unexpected an Affaulr, 
fhe fuddenly threw up her head, and. caft the 
Fifhupon the fhore, which became a prey to 
_ the Mafter of the Mule. Out of this Pake was 
taken, when i€ was epened, two young Geefe 
er Goflias, a Fen-Duck, and the foot of a 
Maid. If this Story be not creditable,becaufe it 
isto far-fetch’d as from Germany, yet thisis 
certain thata More-hen hath been found in the 
belly of a Pike taken out of or own Rivers: 
and I have feen my_felf that a Pike hath rifen 
and ftruck at a Swallow , that hath dip’d her 
-wingsuponthe Waters, and have known thera 
that have ufed a live Sparrow for a Bait at Snap, 
An Englifh Phyfcian made this Obfervation 1n 
his Travel: in the Low Countries, That as they 
awere pafling the Rivers in little Boats, the Pzkes 
Bruch fo fwiftly and greedily at. the {mall Fry 
for feed , that fometimes they fhot themfelves 
fofar out ofthe Water, that they. fell into the 
Boat. This is another foreign Story, which 
we may parallel with one at home; how one 
that had cateh‘d an Eel , ahd was pulling off 
the skin and wafhing itina Mote, a Pzke leapt 
at the B.J and fattened himfelf {0 to it, tha he 
) | drew 


— 


~The Art of Trolling = 3 


r out both Eeland Pike. * Of all the fmall 
ficers tinder this great Captain, 2 Perch is the 
-fecure from his devouring j jaws 5 on which 
eldom adventures , except meer hunger 
mpels him: yet Alberé fays he will take a 

1 ue i the head, and kill it with his yea ft 


e 


ois upon icles Element . Bik ire 
anfgrefles the laws of Geniestioh: and thofé 
hisown {pecieshe unnaturally devours. This 
mmon-wealth among the Fifhes , is much 
ke Mr. Hobbes’s State of Nature, which is 
ut Status Belli, the Great Ones always devour 
lel ; fuch is the Government , or rather 
narchy inthe Waters, where might will be 
e toovercome right , " and the weakeft, go ftill 
he Walls. A Pskeiga Prince in his own Li- 
dCountrey , and like an Univerfal Monarch, 
command all the Regiments of the Scaled 


like a Potent Tyrant) can enflave all the Refi- 
ents inhis own Territories without the leaft 


hat more powerful than himfelf, which is a 
creature of an amphibious Naturé, and can live 
da choice Fifher, he feldom, takes any 
: : bu 


irmy , can Lord it over all his Vaflals , and 


efiftance: Yet one profefs‘d enemy he hath, and : 


land as well as by wa i This is a cunning - 


4 
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| UeQfthe Parts and Lineamentsof aBikes 


Ast the fhapeand proportion of this great 
"”. devourer ,, the figure of his Body is very. 
Jong’, his back broad, andalmoft{quare; al- 
together equal to the loweft Finns. :, his head 
As lean and very bony, which bonesin his head 
fome have refembled to things of myfterious. 
confequence : One: of which. they commonly 
‘compare to theCrofs ,, another to,the Spear , 
three other to thofe bloody, Nails which were 


Anftruments: of our Saviours paflion: If thofe 


‘comparifons fimell any thing of fiperftition, 


~ 
3% 


ofitable. For the jaw-bonebeatento pow= 


arpnefs of Urine ; fonte do approve.of it asa. 
medy for. the painin the Heart and Stomach;. 


y be fitly ufed to dry up Sores, and many 


tikes head.’ An‘Angient Author writing of his 
lature of things, does difcovera Stone in the 
ain of:\a Pike much like ynto.a Chryftal : 
ner himfelf the great Naturalif, teftihes that 
found in. the head of a little Pzke two" white 
tones. Asto the fhape or his Head, his Snowe 
slong, which fome have compared to the Bill. 


ot orderly difpoted , but of divers ranks and’ 
ders. His Eyes are of a golden colour, and. 
elly is always white, but his Back and Sides. 
> of ablackand {peckled yellow. | His Ven- 
ricleis very large and capacious, and his Throat 
some upintohismouth , but this is when he 


ms that he faw a Pike of that wonderful 


. An 
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as to Phyfical ufe , thofe Bones may be. 


rg. may ‘be: helpful. for. Pleurifies and the — 


thers affirm that the fmall bones. pulverized 5 __ 


ne like Medicinal qualities are attributed to the © 


ery quick fighted , asare all forts of Fifh. His. - 


hort, as we may fee by his prey which he hath. 
lewly taken and not digefted; part of it will | 


zes upon agreat prize. A Credible Author 


Beak ofa Goofe. His lower Jaw isfarlonger. 
han his upper ; and init’are placed many'Teeth,: 


ene(s, that had another within him confide- . ° 
ly great, andthat within had a Water-Rat 
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in its Belly; So thatthe Ventricle ofthe greae 
- one muft needs be exceeding largé and extenfive, 

Gefner likewife obferves that his Heart and Galls 
is very Medicinable to cure Agues, abate Fea- 

vers, &€. and thathis biting is venemous and 


® 


CHAP.ML- 
Of the Age and growth of @ Pike. 


BS to the encreafe and vivacity: of this 
wh & devouring Fifh, fome Hiftorians have 

_ aflerted thathe will live to an incredible Age ; 
and that he willcarry half as many Years as 
- Seakes upon his Back. Our Fore-quoted Author 
Gefner, relates in his Natural Hiftory that a 
Pike was taken out of a Pond of the Emperour 
Frederick, that had hved 260 and odd Years, 

_ which appears by the date ina BrafsRing which 
lay hidden and grown over in his Gills, and 
had this Infeription written in Latin , Ego fum 
ila pifcis huic Stagno onsninm primus impofitus 
yer, Mundi Retioris Frede riei fecundi manus die 
quinto Ostobris, 1497. But whether our Faith 
will give us leave to believe this or not, itis not 
material to our Difquifitions; for though we 

- cannot prove him to be fo longevous as,to’ reach 
Hundreds, it is. certain he will live co fome fcores 
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of Years; and oneof 40 or 45 inches, which 
re of the largell fize, may pothbly confit of 
any Years as Inches; and fome of our’own 
ntreymen have known.and obferv’d a Pzke 
© come within Ten Years of the diftinét age of 

an, and had liv’d longer had not fate haiten: 
his Death by a violent hand. One of 40 
es ( 1faid ) might haply: be of fo many years 
ding ; not thata Pzke grows juft about an 
ina year, for that is a thing that is hard to 
mine, fome grow fafter, fome flower, dc- 
ecrding tothe diverfity of their Water and their 
Feed. River Fifh are thought to grow much fafl- 
rthan Pond Fifth; except the Pond be very 
arge and have a good ftream run throvghit: 


a Poke as frefh Water. That’s the reafon why 
Pike, will not bite well after a great Rain. 
tack: or Pickerills. grow fafterthan great ones, 


ook, that‘a ‘Jack {pawn‘d in March will take 
Bait in Ofober following, and will be encreafed 
_EighteenInches the next Adarch. In ftanding 
later,as Motes and Ponds,he grows nothing fo 
fait ; for to try the experiment, I have taken one 
out. with a Caft-netin A/a), Meafured him and 


mas \ have taken the fame fifh, as appear’d by the 
+k, and then meafured bim again and he hath 
encreafed in lengthabove two Inches, and 

: : very 


for there is nothing helps fo much tothe feeding _ 


Mark‘d him onhis Tail, and about Adichael- 


and Lhave obferved ina cleer and {pringing ‘ 


Ba ve rit ee SY 
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very littlein Breadch. A River Fifh will grow’ 
very faft till he come to be:2.4,0r near 20 Inches, 
then he ftandsa little more at aftay, and fpreads: 
him(elf in thicknefs ; after that he will grow a’ 
long time, and be much longer growing to his 
full’bignefs from 30 Inches, than he was encrea- 
‘fing to that’ proportion. Heisa, great Breeder 
and Multiplier, as we may fee in thofe places that 
"are preferv‘d, how foon a Riveris full ftock‘d. 
Small Jacks thew themfelves much after a Spring- 
- flood,every Ditch is then full of Pickerills,and the 
Fenns are fo abundantly f{tor’d with them, that 
_ you may buy an Horfé load fora fhilling. Its 
_the Spring Tide that bringsthem up molt, for 
about AGdfummer and after they much decreafe 
and diminifh in theirnumber ; fome being ta- 
ken with Snares and Bow-nets, fome with Tol: 
ling, and many little ones devoured by the great- 
er: So thar in the Stocking of a Pond, the wifett 
courfe isto putin all your Facks as near as you 
can ofabignefi, fora Pike of 30 Inches will 
make no bones ofone of 16. Asto the encreafe 
of them, fome are apt to grow more in length, 
others more in Breath and Thicknefs; which 
Jatter fort arethe belt fed and the firmeft Fihes ; 
fora lean, flender Pike, though he may fem to 
advance and improve in length, yet he 1s common= 
dy a Water; for if he hath received any ourward 
hurt,or wound, either by the O/rer or bya ftrong- 
oer of his-own fpecies, cr is inwardly pricked by 
HAs ane Piet. athe 
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the Hook orany cafualty, yet ftill he will live 
“and eat his Meat, and be as hungry as Pharao‘s 
lean Kine, which devoured the fat ones: he 
will be yetfor Plunder and greedy as ever, tho 
he neither thrivenor grow ; this I obferved in 


eftand repaft ; efpecially if his Shelter be thic 


‘riends. 


vig CRCARO AVE: 

Of the Seat and Harbour ofa Pike. 

PY He Place and Harbour of a Pike is uttally 

“#. amongit or near a Bank of Weeds ; for he 
snot always confine himfelf' to his bed and 


¥ 


‘ x 

- i 
f 
\) 


nd convenient for him: for ita Ditch joynupon — 
he River, or a Spring or,fmall Brook run into it, 

is abodewill be more pleafing and delightfome; 
if itbe a folitary and retired corner, not beaten: 
with Fifhers and the often vifits of his flatering. 


1 


* ay ae Phe Compleat Troller, ot 
lye clofe like a Fox in his den, but often fhoots 
out and {ports in the cleer ftream; arid ( like the 
great Léeviarkan ) takes bis paftime in the 
middle of the Waters. ‘The Weed: indeed are 
his chitfeft refuge and his Sanctuary , if he be 
- afftighted by 4 Net or the fudden difturbanée 
Of his approaching Enemy ; he then ftrikes 
into his accuftomed Harbour , and there 
Keeps his Garifoh. Thofe weeds where he 
fhoft delights to make his Refidetice', are 
Flags and Bulrufhes ; if thére té none of 
thofe, then Candocks have the next honotir to 
entertain this princely Gueft. There are other 
Weeds where he thinks fic to make his abode, 
as Reeds, green Fog, arida Weed with a {mall — 
 Yeaf, which he often frequetits, efpecially. abour — 
— Ofober, when they begin torot. Ifa place be 
very thick and weedy, you cannot fo eafily guefs 
‘where his Lodgings are, but if the River be free 
ftom’ weeds, only here and there’ a bank or bed 
Of Bullrufhes, you may fafely conclude thofe | 
dre his retirerhents and his baiting places :If your 
' River be very broad, deép, and ‘ftreight hke a. 
Scoure, it will be fo much the more difficult to 
find his recefs:; and wf there bebut few hth,it will — 
- benext to féeking a Needle ina Bottle of Hay ;: 
- forin fucha kind. offalfe River you may /'Trolf 
pethaps from Morning till Night and {carce gét a 
Fite But if fuch a. place be little beaten,and have 
| plenty of Fifh you may have {port enough to 
a (ae. encourage 
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urage youto the fame place; but then'you 
arm your felf with a great deal of patience, 

d fifh itvery true and flow. There’s not fo much 
riety and delight 1n Trolling {uch a River, be~: 
ufe it is all along even and alike, and you — 
“eannot conceive where your prey lies; this 
you may call Hap-hazard, and expec a bite 
_ every throw, though you go'three or four hours, 
d neither fee nor feel any Fifh but your 
yn Bait. Some there are that place their {port 
Hopes; and take as much delight in expe- 
ation as others doe in frution ; but a little Eine 
¢ouragement does well, not only for the profits 
ke (as fomething has fome favour) but alfo 
fave the credit and keep away de{pair from 
p Melancholy Fifberimaps 05 0 
The beft and fecureft way of Fifhing' thefe 
é Reaches, is by drawing the bait along 
fides next to you, except you can fearch the 
dth of it, and throw over to the farther fide; 
that is but dull and flow Sport, andit will 
nd a great deal of timeto Troll the length 
Furlong, If your River configs of pits,which 
the quickeft and moft delightfome way of 
Hing, you muft have a {pecial regard to the 
and bottom of the Pit. A’ Pike may be taken 
etimes in'the middle, but his chiefeft Seat 
Habitation is at the bottom of the Pit ; and 
I have often obferved, that where one 
@ hath been taken at the Mouth,’ ary i 
: | ach” 
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hath. been found at the feet or bottom of tt. 
Pit:.., : SON ERY GEIL SO ae we “) 
.. Thefe are the ordinary places; yet according 
to the variety of Weather and Seafons of the 
- Year, a Peke will alter and change Ins dwelling. 
“In the Winter he ufually couches very nigh the 
ground, and getsinto the deepeft and ob{cureft 
places ;. about the latter end of February y or 
- the beginning of Adarch, he beginsta be weary 
of his melancholly repofe,- and, to raife himfelf 
_ alittlefromthe bottom, andis more active in 
feecking his feed: Atthe latter end of Adsrch, or 
fometimesthe middle, he fhaots intothe {coures, 
- andthere leaves the Spawn to. multiply accord~ 
ing toits kind. «In Apriland May he fill gets 
higher, and advances himfelt into the fhallows ; 
dndif he may lie unmolefted there , he will fo 
* continue moft part of Summer ; in Seprember he 
| begins to retreat again, and removes himfelf 
_ from hisaccuftomed harbour to vifit his Winter 
~ Quarters, which will be much the fame as be- 
~ fore, if no’ floods diforder him : This is his.yearly 
* courfe to change according to heat or cold, fo 
* thata Pike , likea Perfon of Quality; hath both 
a Winter and aSummer Houte. ; Asto his dai- 
dy Tranfadtions, -he thus difpofes. of himfelf: 
_ Inahot gleamy day, he gets.to the. Surface of 
~ the Water, asif he hada defre to exchange his 
~ Element ,. to.enjoy the comfortable influence of 
the Airy Region , he then {corns to be tempted 
Met with 


f 
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ithra Bait, and can’ live all day. with a little 
ore nourifhment then, the Motes in. the Sun: 
+ you can no fooner-offer him.the kindnefs of 
deceitful Bit , but. he’s gone as fwitt aslight-_ 
to abfeond himfelf in his lowelt retirements. 
e are. fome that will make fuch brags of 
Art, that they.have the confidence to fay, 
ey can find a Prke as ealily in his feat ,, asan 
Har cefinder can'take Puls in her Furm ; and 
he fame Pike will as, infallibly - take your 
asain hungry.Dog will leap at a Crutt : 
ey would make you believe, they are good 
omptants, and, fach Water Aritbmeticians ‘. 
‘they can tell the number of the Fyfh in the 
eras wellasGraziers can counttheir Sheep 
Beafts in theirPaftures, “‘Thefe Stories are 
Romantick to gain the credit.of {ober Fifner- 
though one that, hath had) much experi, — 
and made it his bufinefs , may give a near 
{fs where the. Fifh lies ; fomé places are more 
ble*than others, though you will often 
with them ‘in the middle as well as by the 
, and fometimes unexpectedly where there 
conveniency of fhelter or xepaft, | A Ford - 
iscleer and gravelly at the bottom, efpeci- 
if it have a Spit adjoyning to itthat is indif- 
nt deep and weedy, islooked upon asa pro- 
“place: for though they generally affect a 
Water , yet they will getas near as they 
toaFord or Shallow ; there they delight 
ene C ~ “ themfelves 
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themfelves , and fport with the little fry; foare 
Scoures and Pits that are near Mills, either 
above or below them, commonly well ftor’d 
with Fifh: A Mill Dam that is deep'and weedy, 
is an approved Receptacle for them. ‘Thofe 
Rivers that are ftreight and level, are not fo 
good to Fifh , as thofe that are crookedand have 
‘many cornersand turnings: for the Fifh will 
‘get into thofé Creeks and Channels, and 
hide themfelves in their private apartments. If 
the water be narrow, it is more pleafing for the 
Troller. for where it is very broad and deep , 
there is more uncertainty in their Seat and Har- 
bour ; if it be arrow, youmay Fifhboth fides , 
and {ooner chop upen them, you will then go 
onihe tre fatter ; and with more courage and 
-alacrity drive forward to your. journeys end. 
But this is chiefly as every one fancies , for fome 
defire the wideft places they can find, and there 
to fix themfelves two or three hours without any 
conliderable motion: I néver approv’d ofthat 
dull way,as thinking it needle{s and impertinent 
to calt rhree or four times in one and the fame 
Place, becatife a Pike if he bites at all, commonly 
rifesacit the firft throw, tho he may fometimes 
fap at it, when you have the leaft thoughts of 
him. As to the Naturé or Conflitution of the Ri- 
ver,the deeper isgenerally the beter and the fafeft 
Harbour ; altho he delights much ina middle 
Retirement, about four toot in depth isa right 
mae nl propo rtion, 


— 
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portion, and the beft pitch for the Trollers 
if it be much deeper, they are the more 
cult to ftir; and harder to find; and if 
lower , they will be aprto fee you, and fo 
1 the inticements of a Treacherous Friend. 
Il ‘facks will often lye within two or 
etimes ane foot in Water, its the wifeft 
fe in fuch places tokeep at a diftance and 
come nigh the River till the Bait is in. 


gust 


of the beft Seafins for TAlling. : 


‘Here are fome that pretend to Trolling, and _ 
‘yet Obferve no Time or Seafon to be betrer. 
nother: A Pike indéed will be more or. 
any time, and the Fifherman may happen — 
ome {port,let him fet out when he will; but. 
out fo at all adventures, is a very uncrtain. 
fecure way : for.asto the Heat in Summer 
Froft and Snow in Winter, he had better. 
> Hay inthe one, and fit by the Fire in 
her. Some will brag fo much of their. 
y Conttirutions, that they can break the 
vith one hand, and take out Fifh with the 
r, and can flide a Trolling (like Dutchmen) 
r Scates , and not be. fenfible of the in- 
eny of the dir: they will be ftill for Fy INE, 
ae C2 when 
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when .the Weather:is. more. proper for 
Fowling , they will pretend they can charm the 
Fifh at Chriffmas with a {weetned Bait, and 
to be more admired, will prefent their Landlord 
with a. Prkeat New-Years-tide; Thefe (1 con- 
fefS) are Artists far beyond our Profeffion sat 
their performances be as large as their promifes, 
There are fome Days( we grant ) in the 
depth of Winter, asin December. or ‘fanuary , 
that a Man may pick out to ftand two or three 
hours by the River-fide, but the Weather mu‘ 
be Open and Temperate, and. about the middle 
of theday : fuch a Winter asthe laft was in 81 
might be very favourable to the fport, and 
_ there was few days but what might have been 
ferviceable for the Trollers Diverfion ; the great 
&ifh will be then foonelt enticed with the Bait 
at'that time of Year, becaufe, they lye deep 
_and are not fo careful of their own prefervation. 
‘There isanother great advantage for the Win- 
ter Troller, thatthe Weeds are then down, and. 
‘rotten’, which before were a great hinderance 
both for throwing the Bait, as alfo in keeping 
_ the Fi(h from the fight of it ; for hough a Pike 
delights much: among the Weeds, and does 
uftially make his abode there, yet itis very diff- 
cult to takehim there, except it be with the 
Snap’; for if you give him the liberty. of run- 
ning and playing with your Bait, he winds bim- 
felt fo faft about the Weeds, that you may be 
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fome danger of lofing both your. Fifh and 
ut Hook, it your Line be not very Strong: 
you take a Snap too, you will be troubled 
th them, for they.are great Enemies to that, 
‘To begin the Year then and the Fifhermans 
creations, February. is the firft and none of 
e worlt Afonths he can. pitch upon tor his 
port; alter Candlemas if the feafon be moderate 
d the water in tune ( which is very rare 
en) for if it be not.a flood,-as it is often at 
at time, yet the Ditches and Brooks are com= 
only fo rank and full, that itis but indifferent 
fling , butif it chance to beadry afon and 
en, itisone of the belt Months. Sois March 
ty feafonable and. aufpicious to the Zroller, | 
excepting the time of Spawning, which ufually,.. 
“begins about the middle, unlefs the Spring be — 
ry forward. ; and then they will be fick fooner. 
he Snap is then the only way to deceivethem, 
for if you ffhat Pouch you may have many 
Pites, but fearfe take one, except it be a Male. 
fib. Thefe two Adonth: willtry the Fifhermans 
patience, whether he be Wid and Weather 
proof; the next is April, which will make him 
mends for his former fufferings; and is a Adonth 
fo inyiting to fport, that it is both pleafant and 
profitable ; the. chirping Birdi.do then, begin to 
ek their Adales, and the long filent Cuckoe 
that forfook her colder. Climate, does again 
ute her {prouting branches , and tell 
- | ia Ae, Oe 
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us the News of an approching Summer? You 
may then pleafe your felt to fee the tender 
Swallow fo ioyful at her firft fight, when fhe 
feems to make obeifance to your Bait, and 
difplays her Wings upon the furface of the 
Waters. This Adonth you will find moft pro~ 
pitious to your paftime, becaufe the Weeds 
which have couch‘d all Winter, have not yet 
erected their Heads to annoy the Bait, or 
fruftrate the hopes of an impatient Fifherman. 
This Month ( I fay) is ufually fuccefstul for 
thefe diverfions, both becaufe the River is then 
_cleer of Fog and Filth; and alfo that the Fijh 
which have lately caft theirSpawn,are now more 
‘hungry and ready for their prey; there is now 
little fear of their forfaking your Bait asthey 
did in March. They are not yet arrived to that 
fatnefs, and firmnef$ , which they will get 
in Summer, but are many of them flamp and 
thin; the individium decreafing to multiply the 
Species. The beginning of May is hkewile very 
- feafonable , efpecially if it hits with the Pro~ 
werbto be Cold and Windy ; towardsthe latter — 
end of it the Weeds {pring up, and are very 
offenfive to the Hock; then begins the Trellers 
Vacatien, which continues till the latter end of 
| Auguft orthe beginning of September; yet thofe 
that are afraidof an Ague at Spring , or Fall, 
may choofe themfelves the cooleft cloudy day 
they can find in Fune or Fly to exercife their 
ea), | | Slall ; 


> 
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1; but then they will be fire to.’ take more 
seds than Fifh, 

Asto the tall of Autumnal efor Offober i is 
principal Month, the Weather being then 
perate, and the Weeds which were ftrong and 
gh before, do now die and fall to. the bottom. 


eat advantage one way, becaule the Fifh are 
ore_eafily found in their Harbours, -whenthey 


the Summers feed ; ‘and fe the Weather con- 
e dry and not exsoavidin ity cold, you may 


r, youmay lay afide your Tackling for that 

on: for great Rivers (like great Veffels) be- 
long in filling, and flowly mounting to their 
height, areagain long in falling and -fettles 


a Week or lefsafter the Flood. If {ach incon- 


the ase will be longer, though. haply the 
C4 | Weather 
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Rivers are then generally low , which is a 


e the Shallows and Secures, and lodge them-. 
s in the Pits and deepeft places: A’ Pike is’ 
ery firm and fat, having had, the benefit 


i 


in, part: of November, which will rad much © 
Jour. fport , becaufe the Weeds will be. 
more ratte and rotten; but if.a flood 


mes in Oéfober , orthe beginning of Novem-. 


3 fo that the Water will be thick ‘and out 
der » except froft or much fair. Weather. 
estoclearit. In fimall Brooks and. Rivolers 
not fo, but youmay Fifhthere again with-. 


encies put off your defigned Sport;.you muft, 
ntent to defift tll.the following Spring ,: 
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Weatlier colder! © Now as to the time ofthe day, 


the Morning and Eveniag is moft delightfome 1 * 
Summer > becaufe towards ‘Noon the Fifh get up 
tothe top 6f the Waters! and are more mindful 
of their play than: their meat. If the: day be» 


clear and calm, a Sware 1s more proper: than a 


Bait ; for the leaft motion you can make: with 


your ‘dhe: willafri ght a Fifh that lies high; and 
ifthe be once mov. ‘dand put to the flight,’ all 
thé art you can ufewill nor ‘entice him to your 
Bait again: : befides that,itwall then be too ‘hot for 


_ fort’; tor heat'creates no. appetite'in any thing 


seh lefs in Fifh : its the Wind, and the cadke: , 
Clouds,” when »  Zephirus “eurles the Waves 
with @ brisk and delightfome'Ga/e ,. that’ invites | 


a’ Fifbtorepatt 5 thafe hotand filer ey days dre 


‘fitteft-for the flore wherithe Pipl aréfor fomeilight - 


and flende# diet ; ‘and ‘the Atigler hath the bett 
paftime : with hig Flies and Bees) &e! Arfach a 
time of year early or late is the ber rifhine if it 
be in the DNighr. Butas to the #Zater ‘or “Spring 
Qvarter, “one part of the day 4s as favourable 
as the other: for then'thé Sin being not fo bot, 


it neither niles: the Fafher’} nor takes away’ the : 


Fifhesttomacks ; if the day be dark and eo ; 


you will fiiid but litelé “Giffekence ; if anys the 
Noor-tideis the bef, or about Ten’ or Eleven: 
of the Clock’ you will be then glad of awarm | 
lat, when your fingers’. ean fearce’ feel whe-- 


ther they ‘be Fifer uel » Someare very feru- 
pulous 
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ws concerning ‘the Wind, and will not fir! 
a foot except it fland in’ what corner they’ 
Id haveit; though upon fuch a Nicety I 
fé ever denied my felf.a day of diverfion: 
lortbern Wind indeed is more {harp and pier- 
, and will weary the Fifbermans patience, 

mate ‘Boreas his Brea‘ is more nipping than’ 
of his fellows; andthe North Eaft carries a 
erb: with its, “enough to difcourage a frefir 
ter Souldier ; yet this | have obferved, that in 
ght and eatbirabsle time of “gear, the Fifh wilh - 
let the Wind ftand where it will. The Soutd! 

P the Sovth-weft have the general applaufe, 
aufe they are more pleafing and delightfome 
he Troller ; and tis granted that the Fujh may 
n rife more briskly and quicker at the- 
, and perhaps “they may’ then ‘have more! 
rt, than when the Wind 1s contrary ; 3 yet this’ 
‘certain ,' that the colder the Wind is ene | 
fer the: Fifh lye to the bottom, and ‘the far4 - 

in their’ harbour ; whichmay hinder you ai 
ing fo many bites, as’ when they lye ot 

d more open an’a warmer day’: yet the 477 
ng cold and {harp ,: it makes them hungry : : 

Caf ¥ ou bécdreful you may’ have as many’ 
jas sites : befides a Fiflrof any bigneff, is tou 

wing to’ be cheated of ‘his life, if he’ 

not’ feeurelp i in the deeps,’ or invifible a~ 
ong'the ‘weeds; for as old Birds are too: 
btile tobe taken bide chafle, fo an’old Fuh 
thas 


22 The. Compleat Troller, or — 


that hath been already prick‘d in the Gills or. 
the Guts, isvery cautious in makinga fecend 
adventure. All the principal and chieteft time-tor 
Trolling may be epitomiz'd into four Months , 
two of which attend the Spring and two the 
Fall; part of Adarch may conveniently be left 
out, which will only tantalize with Bites 
and afiord you no Fifh,’ if you ufe — the 
Pouch ; neither will they then dite fo. freely 
as they will about a Fortwight after, they are 
then very averfe and indifferent in their feeding; 
the reafon of which fome do afcribe to the 
tnultitude of Frogs which do then engender and 
breed inthe Waters; though I have not been 
altogether of that opinion: for fuppofing the 
Fifh do feed upon. Frogs then, which I could 
feldom obferve , efpecially in the deep Streams 
and running Waters, where, the Frogs very 
rarely come, for they generate, for the moft 
part in Pits nd ftanding Pools amongft filth 
and mire: yet notwithftanding this that the Fuh 
do prey upon them at that ume, yet it will” 
not hinder your {port fo much, but that they 
will oft take your Bait; for a Pike isof that 
greedy and rapacious Nature, that although he 
hath lately made a good meal of Frogs, yet he 
will nor deny to tafte of a Roach for his {cond 
courfe: He takes fo much pleafure and delight 
ineating , that he never cares to {tint himfelf; 
or Phyfically, for his bealibs fake, to be content 

hg ne with 
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ha moderate diet: for I have often faker 
fo foon after his feeding, that he hath had 


flowed {fo large a Fifh, that his Ventricle was 
hier capable to receive or digeft it quickly : 
times | have taken him with two or three 


or Daze; fometimes with one cf his own 
“og is accounted a good Bait once by the 
cult to find;-im Adarch they are very plenti- 
‘burare not of that golden colour, to make 
Fifh fo much enamoured \ with their beauty. 
o that excefs and fulnefs, that he cannor 
your Bait, yet willhe rife and fhew him- 
and make many offers, having fuch a good 
oit , that }ou may often catch him with 
CHAP. Vi. 
the Feed of a Pike, and when he is fattelt. 


F youdivide the Year into four Quarters, a 
ke is good three of them 3 the Spring only 


derable 


° ae : / 
emerge ‘ 


-of his meat in his mouth ; having newly — 
ts in his Maw; fometimes with a great 


s, very feldom with a Frog in his belly ; _ 


, that is about Hay-time, when it looks - 
ht and yellow , ‘thoygh then it is fomething 


may be granted then , that a Pre will 


ag excepted. Icould never find any confis — 
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derable, difference inthe eating of it...J¢ is an/ 
ufual faying, "Thata Pike anda Buck are in fea. 
— fontogether ; that isin Fuly and Auguft: He is 
then very firm, and his parts hard and folid; 
you will find little alteration in September and 
— Odober, which are the chiefeft Months for the 
goodnels of a Fuh , he having enjoyed the quiet 
andunmoelefted feed of the fore-going Summer ; 
in this we fuppofe a’ Pike. of a confiderable 
growth and. bignefs; for a {mall Fack cats al. 
ways loofe and wafhy ; for be ( like:many Zer- 
reftrial Animals ) grows too faft tobe tar, and 
therefore would be let alone till he encreafes to 
greater dimentions.. Qne about Two Foot or 
"Twenty fix Inches, is moft grateful to,the Pa- 
late, anda Male Fifh of that fize is.generally 
fatand delicious.  Phyficians affirm, that the 
— Chyleor Fuice of fucha Fifh concocted, 1s. more 
wholefome to the Stomach, than one of the larg- 
eft proportion ; though all Fuh are naturally 
light and of ealy digeftion. A Pzke indeed.cannot 
be too bigg to makeaprefent, or to {pend on 
a publick eccafion, to give noble and fumptu- 
ous Entertainment. It willthen be very wel- 
come and acceptable, when the Pike is anfwers- 
ble to the company ,. and the fawce, anfwerable 
tothe Prke; for if it fwims not in fawce and 
liquor, it had been better ftill (wimming in the 
River. Sucha Fifh (which may be fuppoféd a 
bout 40 inches ) ,will feed to an incredible fae 
wee) 3 : me nels; 
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3; fome:fay far more, ‘but 1 cam teltife that 
uart of fat hath been taken out of the belly 
fuch a one : it miuft. neceflarily be a great 
weeandexpence to fecdaPikerathar bignefs; 
omuch: that fome have credibly ‘athrmed , 
ta Pikeis ascoftly and as longa feeding asan 
Qxe. Now as to the difference of Fi{b., one 
ut of aRiver thatisfat, is far betterand fweet: 
thanone fedinaPond; except he be taken | 
tof the Pond, and putinto.a running Stream, 
clear awhile before he be eaten. “Some that 
ecurious , have Stews and Fountains for'that 
pofe, and can draw then at their pleafure, — 
ufing the farteft, and throwing in the reft a-- 
n. Asto the Feed of a Pike, thefmall Fry 
il keep him verywell, though not fo much 
make him thrive and fatten; Griggs or finall 
els cut:on the backs’, andcaftin afew at a 
me ,:are hismoft nourifhing and fattening di- 
» The way of throwing Bullocks Blood intoa’ 
ond, Panches andGuts, cannot be fo ele anly 
d wholefome Feed ; much lefs is their practice 
pprovable, thatallow their Fih no better fare 
hen-Carrion , young Whelps or Kitlins , or. 
hikand of loathfome meat : itis poflible that 
{b may feed upon fuck flinking and noyfome 
od, and grow fat withal, but they are only — 
for them to eat, that feedthem with fuch 
fh; forit isnot imaginable how thofe Fifh 
ould be {weet and wholefome, thar live upon — 
Be tie fuck 
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fuch foul and unclean meat: however, ifthey 
can per{wade themfelves that thoie Fi(h fo fouly 
fed, areequally pleafant ‘and toothfome with 
thofe that fare better ; ver the very conceit 
and fancy that works upon fome queafie Sto~ 
machs, may reprefent that nauceous and loath-. 
fome , whichis really f{iveet and nourithing.” As 
tothe difference of Fifh , you may ecafily diftin- 
_guith a Fed Pike fromone in a wafting condi- 
tion :-for they differ in the colour, which is ufu- 
ally -yellow and {potted in afat, bucwhite and 
pale in a thin lean Fifh: you may alfo dillin- 
guifh them by the weight and bulk, if they 
- be muchof a length; obferving likwife the 
breadth of the back and the fides: forthofe Fuh 
that have full and extended bellies, are often 
deceitful, and may be full of Spawns inftead 
offat: The Adal:-Pike is generally firm and in- 
viting tothe Eater; but the Spawners or Soww- 
Fifh(asfome call them) are out of feafon great 
part of Summer : for both before and after they 
have caft their Spawz, they are {carce worth the 
Trollers labour : Son edo obferve that they mul- 
_ tiply twice by the year, ar the beginning of — 
’’ the Spring,- and again the latter end of Summer, 
which is ant atallimprobable. ‘There are ma- 
ny circcumftances that conduce much to the 
feeding of a Pike, asfirft a: convenient Harbour; 
for they that lieamong Weeds and fogey places , 
do prove the fatte(t; they are there fecure iva 
the 


m0 ee 
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the affaults and difturbance of Enemies, and 
enjoy a more fafe and contented repofe: Reft 
and quietnefs being as natural and helpful: to 
eir feeding-as to other Creatures: Again there 
fome Water may be more feeding and nourish- 
wg than other: A thicker fort of Wa'er,if it be not 
foul and mudd\, is of a better confiltency, and 
he parts betrer difpofed and qualified fer-s#u- 
tr ition, than thofe of a more thin: and rarified 
fubltance; for it isa Rule in Philofophy , that no 
Element that is pure and without mixture , 1s 
confentaneozs for nourifbing; {0 that they have 
put it among their Vulgar Errors, that the Ca- 
m.clion cannot live by Air alone, or the Salaman- 
derby Fire : fomay we deny that Fifh can live. 
‘by pure Water, or by Refpiration , or fucking — 
in thofe {lender Particles of his beloved Elenzenr, 
without the concurrenceand aififtance of fome 
grofler and terrene qualities, which are inter= 
mingled with thofe Liguid Bodies. ‘This is the 
reafon why Fifhare the fatteft, though not al- 
together the fweeteft, among ¥eeds and thick 
Fog; whenthey live and thrive with a little 
more refrefhment , than what they receive from 


that fatnefs which the foyl imparts : if there be 


ee 


great ftore of Rubbifh ina Pond or River , there 
dsa lefsfupply of adventitionsfeed: it isa 
mmon obfervation , that after a glut of Ram, 
tfome great Showres, a Pike never bites well, 
aufe he hath lately fed. upon. thofe freth 


Streams 
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Streams that come in from the Bamks and the 
Ditches ; and indeed that reafon may be ‘proba- 
bly true; for though the Raimwater of it felf 
¢an have but little or no more’ flrengthening 
than that already in the River 5 yet it couring 
through the Chasnels, and wafhing the Land 
and Earth as it pafleth , may fromthence re- 
- ¢eive a firmer and more folid fabitance 5 which 
may make it more glutinous and congruous for 
sutrition. Tt is pottible thata Pike may: livea 

reat while in acleer Pool, where there is nei- 
ther finall' Fry'to prey upon, nor Harbour to 
fheltérin, nor any quantity of Fog which might 
give him fubGftance; yet certainly he will be 
much diflatisfied with that courfé of life, being 
as much difcontemted with thofe fhort com- 
mons, as one that hath not beem ufed to'a 
Prifon-life, is there put im and fed with nothing 
But Breadand Water. I could never hear of a- 
ny that made tryal of this, meerly for experi- 
ment fake; bit chis'ts confels’d, that fome per- 
fons have put a great ffock of Pikes into their | 
Pond: , andhave not regarded’ to!put in meat 
proportionable to their number, yet have pre- 
ferved it many years, denying. both themfelves 
and others the liberty of Fifhing in it; have 
‘drawn it afterwards, expeCting a plentiful en- 
¢reafe, and have found nothing anfwerable to 
‘their expectations : fo ‘great a diminution 
of them mutt eirher be caufed by the: de- 
, be hi : vouring 
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, uring Oster , or fecretly by ftealth or the like 
ch is fearce ‘probable, they being kept fo. - 
ently , and watched fonarrowly ) or elfe. 
muttinfallib! y languith and die for want 
their accuftomed feed. Some Fifh might e-. 
pe in fucha mortality of them, and might 
iveand grow, but it.is to be conceived ,, 
t they are thofe that were. bred and wonted 
the place, and not thofe that were taken out, 
he River and put into the Pend to feed: for 
eration of Water among Fifh, as well as 
hange of ir or Ground among Beafts,is of much 
onfequence., being. very, beneficial, to fome, 
ne deienctint to others... . | 
Not but that they are. much, onan b thet 
: tranflated from a worfe to.a, better. conditi- 
: Itis well known that Fen-Fifh brought. up 
. to clear and hi gher Waters’, wall, thrive much 
. ad be fweeter ; but whether thofe that are bred 
a Brooks and (mall Streams.,,.carried-and put 
atc Fen-Ditches will, change» for the better or 
he peor 438 is worth o our, engine 


ae i EN , 
of the Bait ‘for Troling;- 


Aving' already difcourstd-of the Natoire of 
~ a Pske, and difcovered: his: Harbour: and 
ed, and the time: a feafons moth proper 

| to 


‘ciety Mew : 
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totake him ; the next work will beto ptovide 
Laftvuments and Tackling , as likewife Baits fir 
and fuitable to every Seafon. Some there are 
— that Vary their Baits according to the time of the 
year, ufing fmall Fifh in Winter, and Frogs, &c, 
in Sdmmer. I cannotdifapprove of that way, 
though I feldom ‘made ufe of others then a final] 
Fifh, a Roch , ot a Dace, fometimes.a Gudge- 
omy whichifit be large, isan excellent Bazt , 
-itbeinga fweet Fifh, a Pike very rarely leayes 
it; itisot adark colour and complexion’, and 
- therefore is moft proper to be ufed in a bright 
day’, or when the /Vaters are very clear and 
- tranfparent: Ifthe Réver be any thing muddy , 
_ orthe Wearber cloiidy , then-a Roch or a little 
Dace’, or a Bleak newly taken; are the betft 
Baits can be made'ufe of; the frefher they are 
the better, for if they lie dead but one mght , 
efpecially in hot Weather , they may fail the 
Fifher'ot his hopes;for Fah are the foonelt 
ftaleof any thing 5 and-a’ Pike may chance to 
catch at a ftale Bai? ; and play with it briskly at 
firft , but it is great odds that he leavesit at laft , 
if he be not extraordinarily pinched with hunger. 
A ftale Bait(weacknowledge)may makea good 
-fhift fometimes, butit muit be neither in Sum- 
mer, notin Spaivning-time , in Oétober ot 
April they are’ not fo'curious but they can di- 
fpence with an “indifferent diet ; and in cold 
‘Weatherca Bait may keep two or three days, 

oe. ea ay ee * ane 
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yet be very.fervicable ,. efpecially at Swap, 
ich makes'no différence in Baits as to the 
eof tafting ; if they look «bright and glifter 
é water , it is not material whether they be 
or new ; which affords. greater variety of 
s then that of Pouch: any thing that may af- 
theeye, may be ufed at Suap ; fome will . 
e a piece of hard Cheefe or Pack-wax, a 
ner of Bacos ot a Sheeps Gut ; or almoft any 
thing that is radient and fhining ; fome will Hoar 
the top witha live Bird , aSwallow 5 or 2. 
rrow ; though I judge that may be more out, __ 
of curiofity.s then for proftorfport. Inever — 
admired this way. of Sap. as thinking it too. 
quick and furprizing, to.give any diverfion; 
the {port of. Trolamg confilting more in the ma-. 
aging the Bite, in the playing of a Pzke ; and, 
eager biting and running with the Bai, 
then jufta’ word anda. blow.,. fnapping him up 
and putting himintotheBag. 
~ Onetimeof the year indeed , the Suzpis' the. 
heft means to attain theend,, that-is in AZareh;, 
en, they are fick.and .about.cafting, their 
Spawn; for thenit your Snap-bookbe made the — 
may takefour or five inthe time the Pouchitakes’ 
one: fome fancy the S#ap-hook plays. the Bait - 
re livelyand naturally. , ithough there may 
no gréat difference, inthar, -efpecially.if;the 
ich-hook bg fattened t0-the Ling witha Swivel, 
ioisbh. 3 ae which 


ay 


$3 The Compleat Troller, ot 
whichis very conducible to the playing of a 
Bait.. Some there ate that F ih with their 
Baitsalive ; and have fhort Hooks fafhioned ac- 
cordingly with more Joynts and without lead ; 
but that is father a’deftroying and’a poching © 
way, then any fair Fifhing ; it makes fuch a 
. flaughter amoneltthe Fuh , that it i$ not At to 
_ beufed: for I have known fome Rivers that 
hhave been quickly eafed of their burden of Fifh | 
By that unlawful trade : the way and method 
they ufé ; isto lay it may be three or fourfcore 
of thefe Hooks, which may reach almoft a Mile, 


\ 


‘after ‘they have lain four or five hours or | 
snore , of prefently after they have done the 
Jatt they begin to take up the firft ; fo that they 

will Rill perhaps a fcore of Pikes and ‘facks: 

which way Gf allowable) is the ready courfe to 
empty a River, arid: engrofs all the ‘fport to 
themfelvcs; two or threeat atime’, or one, if 

‘confiderable, isenough to content any mode- 
‘até Troller , that would have others partake of 
the Recréation as ‘well as himfelf ,° and’not: fifth” 
above once or twite in a Seafon inthe fame place; 
for the méans to preferve and continue this Sport, 
isto favour aad‘cherif it’? It is art eafie ‘matter 


indeed'to take half a ‘dozen or more, if hie would 
| ftick-atita whole day in the beginning of the 
| Wet, “be fore the Warers are beaten or drag’d, 
|  for'then they are fo-plenteftil, that ‘they fhew 
|| themfelves inevery “€orner As fora fweet and 
a RY oan...  eelicio us 


eS 
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Bideticious Bait , a piece of an Eel may be pre- 
ferr‘d, which if rite taken and tafted,’. a Pske 
will affuredly feed uponit'; this may be: expe- 
~ rienced in Ponds and Steav ; when they throw 
in Griggs to feed the Pie's OF all thé fmall 
/Fifh, a Perch makes the worft Bait, yet that 
_may be ufed in a cafe of neceffity, if you firft 
“cat offthé finsand prickleson his back, though 
hen‘you have done all you canat him’ > itwill 


Prince among the Fifb , and a Prke isin fo much 
fearof him , and hath that Antipathy againft 
m:, that he will much fooner faftén upon one 


en fimall Pérches taken out of a ‘Pikes belly, 

tit was ina Mote where he was kept: fhort and 
diictle elfeto feed upon; but if you be’ con~ 
?d'to this Bait, and can get no other to’ pra. 


e Scales, for it being a dark Fifth,” it will 
‘oe it look fomwhat ‘brighter , and ftill the 


ree or digeft aes 


ot bound to obferve the Laws of Nature, ‘fit 
¢.a foot long, it may becut'in- two , ‘and fo 


3. Ful 


be ‘but toolirtle purpofe; for a Pere is like a 


Pe Se CE ee 


is the belt ‘Hook for it, * becaufe if the © 

Perch be.on’, -a Pike cannot’ eafily 
*A {mall Fack is a far better 
# , though it feems: unnatural; yet Fifh are 


ade ufe of. A young Chabior a Shallow. may ‘ 
very ufeful, ‘or: any, Fifh that. glifters. and” 
Hes in the eu 5 a hs is a very bright” 
: Dp 


\ 


i 


2 


“of iis own'‘kind, theft upon’ him ;- yer I have : / 


ote your ‘fport: , itis beft to fcrape off fome of 


34 | The Compleat Troller, or 


_ Fifth. .The way.to keep and. preferve your 
Baits till you have occafion to ufé'them , is fir{t 
to take a Caf Net and throw it, choofing thofe 
that are moft fit for the purpofe ; and fo lay them 
‘up in ftore: which muftbe done, by having a 
Trunk ready to.put themin ; andthen to take 
- them out by two or three'as occafion ferves, In 
Summer time you may take themwithian Angie , 

~ but that is very uncestain:; nor can you have 


any choice that way , becaufe they will often be 


too little or too big, -befides it {pends too much 

of the day thatis intended for Trolling : fome- 

~ times you may take withone Beit \frefh out of 
the Trunk, threcorfour Facks or more; for a 
Fifh that bites greedily-and {wallows the Bait, 

prefently does nottear it fo much, as one that 
-plays with it in his,;mouth and. then leaves it ; 
for a Bait isnot much worfe for being'choprand 
full of holes, provided it hang well; upon the. 
‘Hook, and the lead is not feen ; tor one Pike will 


_ feed very well after another, and-the Bait will 


be ftill the fweeter the more it is bitten , if it be 
not ufed fo long te be water-fopt : the Scales of 
aRochor Dace are 4 gréat'prefervation toity as 
__alfo light and perfpicuous,,\- which render it 
_ moreviflible tothe eyes of the great! devourer : 
_Asto the definite numberof Barts , it cannot be 
pofitively determined.; two or, three if frefh , 
will laft‘long enough, if you have not very ill 
| luck.with them; for fometimes the firft me 
3 Ud | fo saat | 
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at bites willtear the Bait; fothat it will make 
-unferviceable, and yet not take the Prke's 
tthe Weeds are moft deitructive to your Baits, 
pecially when they are ftrong and tuff; fo that 
you. be.not careful in tying the tail of the 
t'faft. to the joynt of the Wire, the Weed 
ill confumeit, beforethe Pike comes. Some 
i{h will hold better thanothers } a Dace isone 
‘the hardeft ,. and ‘will endure the longett 5 
it a Gudgeon is but a.tender Fifb,and will foon — 
ft: one frefh Bait will wear out two or three 
eones : » Befides thefé natural Baits , there 

a fort of Artificial ones, which are made fo © 


quilitely to refemble the other , that they 
jill delude the eyes of fome Men, much more 
fthe Fifh ; for if they be only look’don , and 
not felt or touch’d.with.the finger , there 1s no 
doubt to be made of ‘the reality of the Fih, 
Some pretend to Fifh at Pouch with thefe Artifi- 
| deceits, though’tis more probable they _ 
redefigned for the Snap»; fora Pike isendued 
ith a perfect fenfe of tafting, and therefore 
will {carce be courted to gorge’ and diel! that =~ 
whichhe can neither tafte nor finell ; There are 
indeed fome of thofe Artificial. Baits made after’ 
e Pouch fafhion, whether for fight or feryice, 

olook upon rather then to ufe , Icannot: con 
ve} for 1.more admired the curiofity and in" 
nuity.of the Artificer, then any extradrdi-~ 
ryexcellency.or ufefulnef$ in the thing. A” 
% is ey go’ Pe 
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Pike muit be very hungry that gorges one of | 
them, andhe muftdo it haftily and greedily , 
forif he ftays to.confider of itand plays much 
-withit , asfome of them do, ‘his curious and 
delicate Palace will prefently diftinguith a frefh 
and well rélifhing Morfel , from a’ dry and in~ 


¥ de 2 % 


EAs ti ea | 
- Thofe that ate covetous,may haye two a 
to thew Bow; by taking a Gadgeow of a middle 
fize or a large Minow; for then they may be 
in hopes of taking large Perches as wellas Pikes, 
for a Minnow is an excellent. Bait for Perch; 
gent Baits do mol invite a Pike, but lite one 
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OF Pike-Hooks. ot fack-Hooks , there’are fe- 
4. veral: forts 5 ‘both for the Swap and Poach , 
the latter, of which, we fhall only endeavour to 
‘deferibe in this place ; for though the 'Spring- 
Hooksareeltccmed excaltent aba ike fore’, 
Yet theordinary plain Saap-Hook will mils ‘al- 
most: as often .as “it nits. “OF Pouch-Hooks there 


* are many fathions , forse with around’ dent , 
—almoftatter the figure of a Pereh-Hyok'; that 
may be very good, thought pv aaa of 
Ls an ie 
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t fafhion; for there is another fort which 

ea floping bent outward, turning a little 
ards under the beard, and withal bending 

ae lead atthe pointof it, which point muit. 
as fharp’as it can be made, much after this 

dork 5 2 : 


Nir ae 
b het 


ng, the lead not very grofs, but neatly co- 
ered, without any flaws or hollows in it, you 
y lead it your felfif you buy them bare ; by 
spurting your Hook intoa Reed , ora piece of 
Elder or any fuch hollow thing’; provided 
me doit fair and fmooth, making it thicker in 


, Which muft be narrow and flender. “Ie 
vill require anindifferent quantity of lead, for. 
bit be pretty weighty, it plays the Baz: the bet- 
er > this isfuppottd ofafingie Hook , though — 
double one. is the fame as to the lead.and 
ntsof'the wire : Icommonly made ufe of the 
‘Hook y which {trikes as; fure as the other. 


“Te isthe beft to choofé them of a black.and — 
rewhat: blewith colour 5 indifferent thickand 


middle or towards the bottom, then atthe _ 


double Hock hath oné advantage abovethe 
PR oc, | | eee e 
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other, that if it meets with fuch. refiftance in 
the Water , that it lofes one fide of it, the other 

| parrwith a little planing and filing, may be 

\ ftilkasferviceableias it was before;1: 1s more trou- 
blefomein. the Water, and more apt to check 
and take hold of the Weeds and Roots ; it,1s the 
fitteft for a great Bast, for if You put a fmall and 

~ flender Bait on a double Hook 5 1t-wall hang out 
and bear off fo much in the bendings »that a 
Pike may not only difcover the delufion and raft 
‘ofit, butifhechance to takeit, it/may check 
him in his feeding , and fo hinder him from 
gorging of it: ‘There are two or three forts of 
‘double Hooks, belides that of the Suap.,: fome 

. jofthem are flat and are bent back to back, after 
this manner: PS aN 


Hite ae 


ae A ai Bi 


‘Another fort there isthatis morefloped and the 
“bents clofer together ; others: there .are that 
have a round bent, ‘much after the formof the 
Snap, which muft-always havea full bent, and 
very large; ‘Chatis baited by,fxing the vores 
bead 2 0 | tne 


x 


Az 


middle of th 
aftened to the Wire ; the way-toufe that , is to 

s one way to firike the contrary. 

nthe choice of Hooks,you may have fome 

ard tothe Wire, left that be rugged or knot- 

3 foraf that be not found and {trong } you 

aay lofe both your #y{band your Hook. The 


rit, for fit does, you cannot well fatten it 
othe joynt, though in atime of necefliry you 
may untwiltthe wire of the upper jovar,. and 


aks, orlarge Gudgeons, which require that 
the Hook and Wire be both long proportionable 
toit... The other joynt which 1s faftened tothe 


efpecially the loweft joynt., for 
: : there 


of the ait, and maj have the lead 


ke foonafter the Fs(h bite , andas the Pike 


ft joynt of it which isnextthe Lead ; mutt be 
». long that the tailof the Bait may not reach | 


re fix the thred ; fome Baits are {hort, as Ro- 5. 
hesand Shallows; fome are longer, as Daces , 


Re ee Oe nr a 


} L ine + mutt be twice or thrice the length ‘of the aa 
other; left when the Pike hath gorged the Bais 
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there it often breaks, and may deceive you ty 
_your intended paftime. oi eae: 
--Thereare another fort of Hooks which are 
made purpofely for the Ledger-Baits ; thofe are 
-ufed with live. Fifh, .and are not leaded , the 
Hookis rather fharter than the other, but the 
Wire hath ufually more joynts. The Lines for 
thefe need not be fo long as the Trolling Line, 
_ for they may be thrown into the Water, aad fo 
gaged with a flick 5 fora Péke will not fo 
 foon take a Bait off the ground, as if it fwim a. 
bouta foot or more from the bottom. ‘The wa 
_of Fifhing with Ledger-baits is too deftructive 
_to be made acommon. practice, and tar below 
_the diverfions of a fair Fifberman. 
_..\ The beft Hooks may be chofen by their AZer.. 
tal, which is the hardeft and belt \temper’d 
Steel ; thefe are fo well compofed, that they 
break and fnap, rather then ftand bent:, or be 
the leaft moved from their firft frame and figure ; 
there ismuch variety in Hooks, and. a great deal 
of deceit inthem, and therefore it requires skill 
and caurion to choofethe belt. 2 
.. When you faften the Wire to the Line, you, 
'.. muft be fure to tie rt with a right knot 3 leatt ‘at 
| eatch a Weed that is far ftronger then a Pzke, and 
\ Gtflip tke knot and get from you, but if all 
your Tackling be new and found, younced not 
. fearto adventure among Fog or Weeds, or any 
| thing bat Reotsand Stusspsof Trees, which pe 
ig o i | hold 


U 


MS. a 


The Art of Trolling. AE. 
play with a Cart-Rope. To this end the 

and moft fecure way of faftening, is firft 

one fingle knot , and then one that ‘will 
orelfe only the flipping not, allowing 
inch or two of Line, and then girding and 
ing itclofe, firft making tryal of it withall | 
ftrength ‘before you put it into the Water 
neat and handfome Way to faften it witha 
el, tying itclofé with a bit of Thred;- 
feems to play the Bait better, giving ita» 
in when you ftir it, which makes it glifter and 

wim like alive Fifh. ead hen phe 
| Theré area fort of courfe Hooks made of I- 

mand thick Wire , which may make a fhift to” 
rve thofe that can get no better. a 


ADEA BPCINO = och 
ui Ofthe Trolhng Line. emia cece : 


\JOw as tothe Line it felf, it is one of the 
 ‘chiefeft and moft: neceflary Member that: ” 
quired to the Conftitution of the body of 
fverman: for an ordinary and indifferent 
& may be fometimes difpenc’d-withal to 
sw good fport , asalfothe Pole; but if your 
ine be not {trong and of a confiderablelength, 
Ou can have but little hopes of any wig 4 
| uc: 


GA 
nae 
ie 
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fuccefS: "The beft materials for the compofire 
of your Line, is green or blew Silk, which Ces 
ralean colour is, moft refembling and. agreeable 
to the Water ; but itis pofitble it. may be only 
a fancy that that colour is of more copfequence 
than another ; yet fometimes the pleafing of the 
fancy , does fo much enliven and encourage the 
Fifherman , that ic makes him the more active 
- and laborious , and io by that means 1s the .oc- 
cafion of all his fport ; and if his faney divert 
- himanother way , he will take the lefs care and 
pains inhis prefent paflime. : 
Next to Silk, the beft fort of green Thred is 
tobe preferred , which thought be neither fo 
handfome or fo durable as Silk, yet it may laft 
very flrongly a year or two: but that wears like | 
other things, according to the care and good 
keeping of the ufer , for if it be laid up wet, and 
‘onan heap,as foon’as you have done Fifhing,and 


~ take nomore care of it, you may haply rot our 


‘as many Lines as you catch Pikes: The beft 
way then of preferving it, is to wax it {ometimes 


with Bees-wax, and when itis, wet,to. wind it 


up foofly in long foldings ,. that.the Air may 
comein.todry it, or elfe let irdry at length , 
and thea wind it upon aRoll: with fich ufage, 
a Sik Lyme will lait. beyond your expectati- 


» Where are fome that make their Lines of 
Saeep of Cats Guts 7 but E cannot conceive they 
mut : are 


— 


e fo fuitable and agreeable to ‘the: Watér'ag - 
Ik or Thred; Silk and Hair-may be fitly mins. 
ed inthe making of a Line; fome make them 
Sik and Silver, thinking that way to. pre- 
rve it ; tho the addition of Si/ver’ may be ra- 
er to pleafe their fancy and the’ gaity of their 
our, then to keep their Line from perifhing : ~ 
as they fhould have Silver Hooks to: their. 
er Lines, that ifit cannot take Fifhit felf in 
Water, it may take them ready cau Bhi, a “_ 
e ufefulin faving their credit. 9 | 
There are other forts of courfe Lines ve 
rt, not above half the length ofthe Troll 
ine, which are either to Fifh with a Ledger=" 
git, ortolieallnight, being tyedtoa. Float, * 
ca} into the water.) 

Thefé are fiot made of fiich fine ftuff, ‘Gee 
fo welltwifted as the other, and only ferves : 


be invited by Trolling, may be better pleafed » 
with a Bwit that is laid forhim: he willfome- 


‘tom ; ‘but-it is the wifer courfe totiea flickora » 
. otk to the Line , that it may hang about afoor: 
or mote from the ground, obferving the Wind : 
hal, forif you throw itinagamft the Wind, 

vill anved backwards, and carry the Bikites 
fetothe fide, and thougha Pike often har~_ 
urs by the fille, yet the middle hath more 


e and. advantage of drawing him toit; for’) 
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ome exigencies, as whena Pike that wilknot » 


es fo humble himfelf asto take it of the bote > 


oy ‘thefe : 


{ 


A 
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thefé laying Lives the worft fort will ferve, be- 
caufe the lying fo long in the Water is the ready 
waytorotthem. =. 0: | Gy 

As tothe length ofthe Line, it is good to have 
enough , and far better toleave than to lack ; 
for though a fhort Live may do very well in a 
_ Brook or &2me natrow place,where the Pice mutt 
either run upwards or'downwards, and foyou 
~ may follow your fport, yet if you come to a 
‘broad Reach, where the Fuh run crofs the Séream 
tothe far fide, you may often mifsof your Pske 
for want ofa few yards of Line ; for it he be the 
lea(t curb‘d or flopt in his fo fpeedy Career , and 
may not have his full fwing, hes prefently 
check’d ,: and leaves his fufpicious prey. . This 
[have often found by experience, . though my 
Line was long enough, yet having a knot in it 
thatrwould not quickly pafs , as alfo being fo 
entangled that 1 much fhortened it, Ihave by 
that means loft very good Fijh. CA: 
..Asto the precife length of it, that need not be 
~ determined , about 20 yards isa good medium — 
forthe Zouch, Icannot fee any reafon why. it 
need be fo long at Swap, forthough they may — 
throw out as far at Swap, yet that {trikes as foon | 
ashe bites , andlets him run no farther, where- 
as at Pouch he may go farther with it ftill,chough 
it be far calt. eine «ohare eaaio:! 
-[t’3 true th at forthe Lime at Suap ought to be 

thicker and {tronger, for. a fudden. jerk. may 
pad | a break 


a 
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ak that which might hold a beck pull by: de- 
oe hutas to the length itneed not be fo 
ng ,, becaufe that is only for caftingin, anda 
ke will {ometimes run fatther with it then it 
be thrown: fo that I have feen thofe that 
ve fith’d ar Swap, with no longer a Line'then 
nat was tyed tothe Pole, and fo caft it up and 
wn like an Angle: this was too fhort to be 


anded by the Pole.’ ~ 
As to the managing, , of “the Line and 


our. finger 1 in it . » having no more mn your, hand 
n you make ufe of at.the prefent “fo that 
cealion bey you may. unwind: it at your | ‘lea 


iments in the way, as Shrubs ot Bujhes to 
terrupt or make them go back’; it ‘Will’ be 
ry ready to caft out, and may throw. it the 
fartheft ;for if ‘you hold a great deal loofé' in 
70 t hand’, , it will be apt to knot and tangle , 


ject that the drawing the Line upon the grourid 

be apt to wear it out fooner , _ but that is 
1 ionable . " for it fooner dries fo , and when 
isdry., it can take but little harm: befides a 
will fometimes be fo hafty and furious, that 


ting it for your {port ,° you may wind it~ 
na Roll that turns upon.a ring of Iron with — 


ome draw i it after. them at length, which is | 
prove asa very good * way 5 3, ifthere Be no im- ss 


ch will. try the Fifbermens patience. Some 


mfin’d to no more Line, then what was com- 


46 ‘The Compleat Troller, or 
he will {catce give you leave to unwind faft e. 
nough for him, and therefore the fureft way to 
trapan him, isto make preparation for him, by 
having. your Line at command in a compleat 
readinels. . ing ae 


6a Gh eee wD 
ie Of the Pole. 


GUppoling your Hook be good , and your Line 
_-“ ftrong, you may make the better fhift with 
an indifferent Pole; though fomethat are more 
Eurious in their Tackling than painful and patient 
anther Fifhing , will not flr a foot without all 
“the formalities of an exquifite Fifherman: fuch 
_precife Crafts Mafters as thefe , can fpend their 
‘time in admiring their Jafruments , and fuffici- 
‘ently delight themfelves with the commendati- 
“on of their own Materials. “This is cettain and 
“undeniable , that the longer the Poleis, if it be 
‘ftreightand light, you will find thé more bene- 
‘fit in playing the Bait and throwing it from you; 
“for if there be Flags or Reed ‘between the Bank 
“andthe main deep, you can very hardly play 
your Bait with a fhort Pole. . I confefs I have of- 
ten puta Riwg upon my Hand-flick and made 
“feof that inftead of a Rod, andhave had the 
AB a | fortune 
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une fometimes to take a Pike well nigh as 
as my Pole: fometimes Ihave taken nothing 
hime, but confided in the Willows that 
igrew next to the place defigned for that days 
Recreation » cutting down as good a Stickas 
Lcould find,,andfo making a bent at theend 
for the Line to flip; and have left it at the con- 
‘¢lufion ofthe Sport :In.a broad River or a Pond, 
being at a pinch, -I have hadno Pole atall, but 
only took the Bazt in my-hand:, :and caft itfrom | 
me likeaftone tothelength of my Line of tat 
lend of which I was fure to faften about, me, 
feaft 1 threw it,quite out, and then have repented 
of my folly when it wastoo late roamendit. In 
fome places ihey fith altogether that way where — 
the River is deep and clear from Weeds. Inever 
iccuftomed my {elf toalong Pole, leliI might 
deem like them that make a great buftle,, and 
Make butfew Fifh. I generaliv made ufe of an 

Alder as long asicould ger... commonly ‘about 
three yardslong, which I bark‘d and kept dry 
for lightnels and’ eafie carriage; when it was 
throughly dry it would be tough’, and fo light, 
that I could fcarce feel itinmy hand; and there 
4s no objection to be made , that fach aftick is 
too weak; for any thing is ftrong enough ‘at 
Pouch that willplay the Bait and throw it from _ 
You; thereisno weight or ftrefS upon the Pole, ~ 
and but little mpon the Live; if you ftrike the 
#i{h gently and play him flightly and dexterou- 
be Ba fly, 


i, - 
iss 
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Ay , you may tire him with a flender Line, if it 
se long and can keep him from Weedsand Roots: 
at Snap indeed your Tackling mutt be: all fitted 
secordingly , your Lame very {trong , and your 
Pale on purpofe of a good Afh, or Withy , or 
Hazel well dryed; ftreight and tuff, that it 
nay be able to draw him out nolens volens by 
meet force and compulfion +He that ufes that way 
-5 {carcea word anda blow, for the miftaken Fi{h 
go fooner lays his Mouth upon the deceitful Bait, 
‘Sut heis catch‘d up into another Element. The 
way of Pouch is far more mild and flattering , 
hough as much deftructive and ‘pernicious. If 
you ufe an Afh or an Hazel Pole’, you mutt 
havea Ring fixed at the end, fome have two; 
that is one in the middle , ‘though I fee no ne- 
ceility of that fuperfluity. If it be an Alder or 
aCane, or any hollow Wood, ‘you’ may have 
an Iron Ring made to {crew in at the top about 
an handful or more in length, er elfe that 
which may be as’well, a piece of dry Alder that 
“s cut harp and {loping about three or four Inch- 
eslong, which you may ftick faft in the end of 
che Pole ; fome have only a Ring with a little 
- Screw very fort Ifyour Pole be of Alder , it 
“will be apt to crack ,- you ‘may fecure that by 
nding the end of it hard with a Waxed Thred, 
-nd then you may thruft in the top without any 
“anger of breaking:cr cleaving whe Pole, A dry 
"thy or Hazel , boredabout twelve or four- 
Ub ‘ | teen 


M 
* 
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teen Foot, will casics an excellent Pole; which 
I may ferve for Angling if it be fo long, only put> 
t ng atopintoit, asalfo at Svap. It isa great 
eafe to have a light Pole, and therefore the beft 
courte i is to get them inthe feafon of the year, 
and let them ftand near theFire, orin fome dry, — 
place, for the {pace of half ayear or more ; for 
if your Rod be green and heavy, it will make 
you weary of your Sport, and bea great hinde- 
anceand difcouragementto your Fifhing. 
| The truth is, if fport.be quick and good , 
farce any thing can vex.or difcompofe the F ifh~ | 
x; for he isthen fo attentive on his pleafiire ,. 
he takes little notice of thofe inconveni- 
¢nces which otherwife might be a trouble and 
Vexation to him ; he then regards neither Wind. 
nor Weather , and difdains thofe flight pertur- 
D: ations of Cold, Thirft, or Hunger ; he hath 
then gotten the Philofopbers Stone high fweet=. 
1 Bail his other crofies, and turns all difafters 
nto Gold. His Sport is-a Cordial for all his 
Diftempers , and the Prke ( likea good Water 
*hyfician ) caneure him ofjall his Difeafes : it 
ae be weary , his fporcrefrefhes him , if cold, 

t warms him; if melancholly, it cheers him eff 
whie, i itrevives him ; ifin pain, it eafes him ; Cat 
5 it recovers him ; ag then ifecle-not thes 
ht of his Pole; nor is concern’d that, his 
Aling 1s no better. This isthe - profperity of 
Fifher.s. but if you fee him in. adverfity , 
2 . Caen - 
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‘when fortune does not finile on his endeavours, 
you fhall find him much altered, andin acon. 
trary condition; fuppofing (I fay ) the thing 
called Luck does not attend him, and his be~’ 
— loved Sport does not fweeten all other Ingredi- 
ents, which fhould refine all the drofS of out- 
ward misfortunes , heis then fo muchat a lok 
and dejected , that he can expect. but a bitter 
potion : Patience and Hopes ‘aré the two 
chicfeft Pillars that fupport the Building of a 
Eifherman ; for if they be once difturbed or fha- 
ken, you may eafily forefee the ruins of Pifta- 
tor. at: 
_~. Ifyou defire to be private at your Sport, and 
to go undifcovered to the Rrver, you may 
walk out with an Ok flick or the like in. your 
hand, taking a Ring witha Screw at it; you. 
“thay deceive the expectations of others, and 


_ pals ont without the lealt fifpicion. 


CRU AUEN OR LUPo 
‘How to Bait the Hook x} pe ie play the Bait. 


"F"Hough it be fuppeled that you are perfectly 
|. 7. furmith’d with all forts of Tools and Inftru- 
| ments thatare requited ‘to the making up the 

- wery Effenee of a Wheriddn , and that you are 
\ TN ‘ as 
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roughly accoutred with all theMaterials and 
enfils for Fufhing as Pifcater himfelf could 
fibly be, yet if you know not how to ufe 
Implements, you. will be foon weary of 
Sport, and defpair of learning the Art of 
Trolling ; provided then that your Baitsare rea~ 
dy, takeacouple of H ooks at leaft with you ; if 
youhavea mind, you may Bait them before 
you fet out, efpecially if the Weather be cold, 
that it may not trefpafs too much upon your pa- 
| tience when you come to the Raver: The sway 
then to Baz your Hook ,, is firft to thruf your 
| Wire into the mouth of the Fifh, quite through 
the belly and out at the tail 5 fome have befides 
the running Wire a Knitting Needle on purpofe, 
Tbutif the hrft joynt of your Wirebe fift and 
ftrong , it may very well be done with that, 
the point of the Hook mut be even with the 
belly of the Bait ; for if it hang on either fide , | 

| it may hinder and check the Pike, ‘who will pro- 
bably lay his mouth upon it; for when he chops’. 
crofsthe Fifh, he may be pricked, and fo leave 
you only the hopes of another Bite; when you 
have fo put through the Fuh, thentiethe Tail _ 
of the Bait faft tothe joynt of the Wire with — 
ftrong Thred, which will both make it hang 
fireight upon the Hook, and preferve it from 
outward violences; for if it be not well faftened, 
the Weeds will have fo much power over ir, that 


they willfoon tear it down to the Gills , an d 


a ar} ce 
oa ; ‘ 
see the ‘el ~~ Q 
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‘fo fepara te the Hook from the Bait 5 fome fatten 


Zz 


it with a Needle. 
The beft way of fxing your. Hook to the 


“Line, iswith a Saivel, which ifyou have not, 


youmay make it faft with one fhipping knot, 
which, you. may untie without Soe your 
Line 

When you are thus fixed for yout theended 
Sport , then drop in your Bait firft even before 


you, then caft it oneach fide to fearch them, and 


let, the third throw be before youinto ‘the mid. 
dle; afterwards caft about all places where you 
conceive your Game lies, or any where thar 


-youcan, Sih withoutannoyance; for a Pike often 


delights himfelfin a very unlikely and improba- 
bleHarbour;: and therefore the fureft way to 


| ect with mn - is to fifhtrue and. clofé; mif. 


fing as. little of the River as You can : which 


though it betedious , yet itis the only way to 


fearch and fee what {tore of Fifh a River afford-— 
eth; and} you may often have a Bite, when you 


: think, leat of it., 


‘Now. the farther you. throwin your: Bait, the 
mote. advantage you gain by it, and more hopes 
of aBite,: provided there be no impediments 1 in 
your way, as/Veed:, Roots, or the like 5. for 
if the place be foul or cweedy , you ‘caninot 
make. eut fo far v but” only drop. in your’ ‘Bait 
here and chere by! the fides and 3 in holes that are 
lear and deep : The Weeds ate bad Enemies 


9 


te’ 


| he’ Bait and Hook : ; thougha good Hook and 


Yelt of them’; for I cannot remember that'l ever 
ofta Hook by a Weed alone, except it had fome 
uimp or root of a Tree‘to be afliftant to it; 
he Caudocks indeed , and Bullrufbes will faoth 
lishgure and annoy your Bait, and almoft 
ite difcountenance a young Undertaker ; for 
the fmalleft bit of creed 

tke will be very fyeamifh to gorge it; ‘though 
ome affirm that he feeds upona Weed one time 


eril-~Weed. 
Suppoling then that you have caft out, a very 
fair throw , it may be a dozen or fometimes 


River requires it ; let it firft havea little time to 


yefore it gets tothe bottom, and if you fhatch 
at haftily , you may clades to give him fucha 
idifcouragement, that you may be deprived: of 
your expected {port : after you have givenitan 
feafie motion towardsvou, let it have the liber- 


i 


‘ty of finking again, then draw it fos and 
ou Will “not give him leave to lay hold upon 
he Bait 3 tor ‘he willoften fhoot himfelf trom 
he Garcia fides, and at a great diff Pails be- 


~ have 


_Lineanfwerable to Bae will pullup the ftrong- 


' pny yards , which may eafil¥ be doneif the. 
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hang upon the Hook, " 


f the year, which ~~ call from thence Pic-. 


k ,- then feel i ie and ‘draw it gently towards _ 
5 fora Pike an takes it at the firft fight 


fly, for it you jerkit too quick and haitily , 


By quick ae in the W ater: when you © 
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have got your Bait near the Bank, then play it 
longer there; firftdeep: forthe deeper you Fijh 
the bétter , efpecially in cold Weather ; after. 
awards raifeit higher and higher by degrees till 
you feeit, and then you may often have the 
pleafire of being an Eye-Witnefs to your own 
bite; andthough you have before been often 


deceived in your hopes , and have caught a 


Weed inftead of a Fifh , yet now you may af- 
fare your felt, if the Proverb hold true, Zbat 


seeing is believig : there are indeed fome fort 


of Weeds, and the ftream together , which 


may often give encouragements , by promifing 


Sport, and performing none; they will fome- 
times fo exactly imitate areal Bite , that an old 


and experienced Fifherman may be miftaken 
with all hiscraftand cunning. The belt way 


-then to be fure, is to pull your Line gently till 
“you come to feel it , and ifitbea Fsfh , the 
moving of the Bait, will make him more ea- 


+ ger and greedy, 


he will then ftrike out and gorge 


-at'; whereas ithe lay ftill and not ftirr’d, he 
would very probably leaveit. When youhave | 
-raifed your Bait fo high towards the top , it 


_ may be within two or three foot ,- that you can 
perceive it to glifter; you may then comfort 
your felf with the hopes of a Pike that may rife 
vat it,) ashe often does, and therefore it is. not 


prudence to bee too hafty in taking out the 


Bite. 


twee 


~ When 
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When a Pike is once ftirr‘d, he will lie as 

were watching for the Bait, and catch gree- 

y at it, if he dogs not fee you ; therefore you 
nuit be careful to keep a little diftance upon the 

ank, for they will often take it at the very 
op, and fometimes leap out of the Water at it ; 
t they are then commonly fo much affrighted 
| that they will not be courted to Bite any more ; 
“you may Fifh as clofe as you will , though it be 
mot material whether you throw two or three 
timesin one and the fame place ; for he is fo 
wungry, that he ufually imbraces the firft op- 
portunity to lay hold upon his Feed. _ | 

_ Some there are that Zroll with great Corks 
and Floats on their Line, which may do the 
) beft withthe Ledger-Bait, though never ap- 
_prov‘d of that way ; for the Weeds will make 


you paay diftinguifh and be fenfible of your Bite 


_ butif he goes downwards and bites flowly, you 
cannot affure your felf whéther it be a Fifb ora 
Weed. _ If a place be free irom Weeds , you may 
_ make the beft fhift with a Cork; though you may 


you will be réady tocomfort your felf with the 
“hopes of Sport. eRe 


ifhe runs with it, and efpecially up the Stream; 


_ be often miftaken when you lay alittle too deep; 
_ for the Hook will draw along the bottom , and 


> 


“the Flote dance as exactly as a Pike , except he — 
bite very greedily , and fo you may often be de-. 
_ ceived in your expectation; fometimes | grant, — 


Ne In- 
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In.fome places they Zro/l without any: Pole 
or any playing of the Bait, as Ihave feen them 
throw a Lize out ofa Boat, and fo let itdraw af- 
ter themasthey Row forward; but that mutt 
needs be a carelef$ and unfate way , for though 
they may have Bztes and Offers fo , yet it muft 
certainly check the Fuh fo much that. he will 
never Pouch it ; I cannot tell what Art they may 

have at the Swap, though it is very improbable 
to have any as they gotowork, without. either 
Pole or Stick. me Ry kt 


~ Now befides them that are not indued with 


that excellent gift of Patience, there are fome 
of our young Pretenders that have toe much 
-_confidenee or rather too little skill; thefe will 
ftand an hour or twoin one place , as immova- 
ble asthe Trees they ftand by , they are fo im- 
- portunate with the Fi/b, that they would force 


them to bite; and if there benevera Pike inthe © 


place where they are, they do their endeavour 
to waittill one comes: thefe are indefatigable 
~ Crafts-men, whichcan weary the Fifb fooner 
than themfelves, and are neither difcouraged 
with ill fortune, nor tranf{ported vvith 
“good, (ek shee ok 
“* As to the baiting the ~Hook with a Frog, |! 
fpoke nothing , becaufe I never made that any 
part of my practice; fome Frogs are thought 
tobe venemous, asthe Land Frcg, or that which 
breeds by Land; it is obfery‘d by fome , that a 
aM : cy eee Fike 
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jke hath an Antipathy againft this. “And of 
fe there are feveral forts , fome fpeckled, 
ome greenifh , which are the moft' dangercus 
rotouch; thefe breed by fhme and duft ‘of 
the Earth , which turn to flime in Winter ; 
ind in Summer to a living Creature ‘again, 
Cardan givesa reafon for the raining of Frogs, 
which proceed from putrefaction, and are not 
fuppofed to be that fort of Frogs which engens 
der in February or March, and breed in Ditches 
by flime and blackifh Eggs. If you intend to 
Troll wha Frog’, . you muft choofe out of | 
thefe the yelloweft you can get ; hrftthen put 
| your Hovk into his Mouth, which you may do 
Yirom May day to the end of Augu/f, afterwards 
fome fay his Mouth grows up, and fo continues 
vat leaft fix Months without eating , and is {u- 
ftained;“no one knows how (but the great Crea- 
tor.) Putin the arming /yre inat his Mouth, 
and out at his Gls, and then witha fine Nee- 
dle and Silk fow the upper part of ‘his Leg, 
with only one ftitch to the arming Wyre, or 
ye the Frogs Leg to'the upper joynt of the | 
Wire ; ule him gently and he wall live thelong- 
er: whén you have thus baited it, you may 
faften your Line to a bough, a bunch of flags, 
or a bundle of ftraw, and by the help ‘of the _ 
ind they will more crofs a Pond orMdere. Some 
tye four or five live Baits to Bladder’, and 
det them fwim down the River, whilft they 


ms, 
‘3 
iA 


-eatangle him the falter: ; fuppofing then that he 
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walk foftly a long the fhore. Others will f. 


ften baits to Ducks or Geefe, and fo let: them, 
fwim about the Pond; if there be ttore of Pikes 
you may fee excellent {port this way, for forme. 


_ timesa great Prke wall draw the Duck under the 
— Water. ‘This isthe moft proper to Fifh with live 


Baits, and fo to gage your Line witha Forked 
flick, with.a nick or notch at one end of it, and 
put in Line enough for himto have his full aber- 


-tyot Poxching. "Thisis the ordinary way of Fy/. 


ing after that manner, if youhave’ none of the 
fore-fpoken things tomove your Bait. | 


CHAP. XIL 
: sida to trike a Pike aud land him. 


\7 Hen you have diverted your felf 2s long as 
| youthink good with the pleafure of a Bite, 
and can guefs by the running. of the Péke, what 
progrefs he ‘hath made.in his repafte, by his 
tanging about for more.;, you may then hook 
himwath a fmalljerk., and fo. take your fill. of 
your contented {port ; for though vve fay of a 
Pikeas ofa Thiel, give him Rope enough and 
he will hang himfelf, syet.a fine gentle ftroak 
will dono harm, but rather fecure him 3 and. 


hath 
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h fedalittle , you may obferve what moti’ 
ashe makes. Ifhe takes the Bait greedily at 
ottom, and marches up the Stream with it, or 
kescrofs the River towards his hold , he will 
‘then probably lie ftill a little ume 5, while he 
is Pouching , as you may feel him check and tug 
atit ; from which placeif he ‘goes quick 5 you | 
ay let him alone a little longer, for youmay 
come to lofe al! for want of two orthree minutes 
forbearance : if he hath lain ftill a while the fe- 
‘cond timeand then runs withat, you may det 
him go with it fill, if youhavea defite to pro- 
long the Sport; if not , you may draw your 
Line ftreight , and with your Pole give him an 
veafie flroke , and fo feel him by degrees, till , 
you come to fee him ; but if he makes much res 

fiftanceand is very furious, let him have Live e+ 
ough , and give him his fullfwing: he will 
be very angry at fir , till heis better pacified by 
Jofing of his ftrength. PRION! BION 

 Asfoonas youftrike him , you may conje+ — 

Cture of what bignefs he is, for if he be large — 
' you will find him ftrong andunruly in theWaters 
but if fmall and light, you can fcarce tell — 
‘whether you have any thing or not , or | 
perhaps he may ( for madnefs) leap out of 
‘the Water as foon as he is prick’d 5 but if he 
“bea good one , as (I fay ) you may eitker 
fee or feel him : you muft be very cauti> 
"bus, and take a great dealofcare and diligence: _ 

, , aR 
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in getting him to fhore; for if the River be 
broad and your Line fhort, you may very well 
lofe him ; for he will launch out with that 
extremity and violence, that though he can- 
not break the Live, yet he vvill tear his 
ovvn Entrails, if he be therehung... 
Novv ifa Fifb takes your Bait at the top 
‘of the Water, and runs fiercely vvith it into 
the deep, and there lies {till for fome time, and 
you perceive that he does not Pouc) it, Your 
remedy for that isto ftir him a little, to make 


— himrunand be more eager of it; then after he 
hath lain fill and runs vvith it.again, there 


€ 


= 


is no great danger of lofing that ffh; for 
vvhen they leave-it they commonly throvv it 


-upat their fir flage, that is .the, frft ume 
~ they lie ftill.., Sometimes he will take it again 


after -he hath left it, and run to. his hold and 
play with it more than he did at firft, fhewing 
very good {port fora while, and and after all 
Jeave youin the lurch.) A:fi/a that takes it molt 
greedily at the beginning , and carries it the 
furtheft, doesnotwithitanding often forfake it ; 
for asthe proverbfays., . Nil violentum eft dius 
turnum. So a Pike that bites fo.eagerly at firft, 
is too fierce to laft;. for it happens that he often 


Jeaves it: the only way to be even with fuch 


a Fifh, isto take the Snap, and that may 
chance to ftop his career...) 

= Now. when-you have a Bite, and the Fuh 
a ie gOS 
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s down the Stream with it, weareapt to 
ceive itis a fimall ‘Fack ; but onthe contrary, 
he fails flowly upwards with the Bait, it isa 
gn of a good one ; for the greater fort bite 
re calmly and moderately than the lefs ; for 
y {natch , and away with it withour any 
ire or deliberation: Old Fifh are more wary 
and cunning , they are fooner taken with a Line 
laid for them all night, then by Trolling. It is 
mething diffcult to know of what fize a Pike 
before he is Stricken, aiid therefore there’s 
none but may be miftaken in their Conjetures ; 
for an indifferent Fifh, Imean about 20 or 22 
hes, wilfoften make as good Sport as ‘one 
twice as big, however before you ftrike him ; 
put then generally the bigger the Pike is , the 
More delightful will the Sport ‘be. Sometimes 
ge Will take the Bait very haftily , and run out: 
fo the length of your Line, and never lie fil 
pat all, but all along he will. play up and. 
down with it, till you think fit to. firike 
| When the Pater is clear and not very deep , 
you may fee him rife at it and take it’; fo you. 
may fee the Bait glifter as it lies crofs his mouth 3 
you may then fee when he hath Pouch’d, and 


snow your time to ftrike. 


_ When you have firft ftricken him : you muft 
e fuure to have your Lime ready and flack , that 
ie may take as much liberty as he will; for ree 


62 tne Compleat Lroler, ot 
he finds himfelf gull’d, and trapan’d with the 
' Hook , he will ufe all his might and cunning to 
_ give you the lofe. As you feel him come eafily. 
towards you, you may be flill drawing, till 
you feel him make refiftance again, then you 
may let him have his fwing, till the heat of his 
- fury is over, then gather your Line to you a- 
gain’, tillhe flarts away , and if you-can get 
him to the top, it will thefooner tire him ; for 
the more he ftrives and throws himfelf from you 
the fooner he wilibe weary ; after this. manner 
_ by drawing him up and letting himleofe again, — 
you may tire him and tame him, till you bring 
him to your hand, and then he will lie fo quiet- 
ty , 'thatif the Hook was out, he could {caree 
Rrikeonend petawayes ee A 
Hf youhave hunghimin theGills 5 you can- 
not lofe‘hm , though you pull him out’ by meer 
force and violence , butifit has g loofely either 
in his Gorge or his Throat , he may deceive you, — 
though he deftroyshimfelf , leavin g you part 
of his'Gurs on the Hook for a Legacy, and dying 
foon after of his received -Wounds.. .When you 


rem. oe 


his dancing days are done , yet he may cut you 
filet oa ve Deen amo her 
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; nother Capor and if -he has had a. little. 


reathing time , he may give another ‘leap, 
then vou do not expectit; the beft way then , 
‘to ule fair means , and i mite to the land by 
erfwafions, not compulfions , taking | ‘him by. 
the Head, and putting your fingers 1 into hig 
Eyes 5 whichis the fafteft hold. “If the Water 
re low {o that the Bank rifes - fome. diftance: ; 
from it 5 you. muft not fear catching an gue, 
by laying your Belly level with the ground, efpe- 
ally it you have no contrivance to guide him 
outwards to amore commodious place: fome 
N iladyventure totake him by the Gills, thou f 
that holdisneither fo fecure nor fo fafe for t 
Fifher becaufe the Fifhin that heat, of aba : 
‘may accidentally take revenge upon his Adver- . 
fary, by letting him blood in his Fingers , which 
way of Phlebotomizing 1 is not efteemed fo good 
becaufe foine are of opinion, that the Teeth of a 
Pike are Venemous, and thofe Wounds. very, : 
difficult to he healed,’ 

. If there.be Reeds and Shallows between you: 
and the déeep,or if the River be in that Ebbe thar 
you cannot reach him to lay hands on him ; you’ 
tauft contrive fome other means to condué him 
to amore Convenient landing. You may have 
an Eye of thatwhen you firlt ftrike him,looking 
1 upwards and. downwards, and forecafting for 
yoir belt; advantage : but if it be all along fo. 
weedy (as it is is commonly in Ponds or Meres) 
e F zg that. 
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That it will be fo yp) eee to your Sport, that 

You can have no conveniency of his fafe arri- 
ving, by bringing hyfn to your hand, you muft 
then becontent with the hopes of fuccefS by 
commititig your felf unto the hands of forrune, 
having nothing to trait to.at that juncture of 
time, but that which you may call the Fifher- 
mans luck. If you have as well debilitated his 
 ftrength as tired his patience, you may -proba- 
- bly draw him out with no great reluctancy; ¢- 
{pecially if the Weeds be not fo ftrong and friend- 
ly to their Watry Element., that they inter- 
pofe themfelves to part the fray between the 
~ Fifband the Fifher. wep eee 
‘Thofe that dre move nice and curious, thes 
~ painful and induftrious , have their Net ready 
- bythe, leaft their ftooping might be inju- 

rous unto them: this Net (Ifuppofe) is made 

inthe fafhion of a little Sparrow Net,with’a long 
Trail, anda Pole at it, ‘ro tranflate Mr. Lucz~ 
“ys out of hig own into the Airy Element. 

Thisis avery quaintand delicate way of Trol- 
ling ; fach as ulert mutt have their Attendants to 
affift them; that as the Philofopher faid , Ozmnia 
meamecum Porto. Sothey will have their Ser-_ 
vitors to carry their Implements and Tools after 
them ; thefe are of more power on Shore,then in 
the Water , and have more Authority to com- 

mand their retinue by the Land, than the Fifh 
in the Waters. | ae 
| CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIIL 


How to prefervea River for Trolling. 


_"JHe way and means to prefervea River for 

| your own Sport, isto fecure it from all 
_ thofe Enemies that are hurtful and deftruétive 

_ toit. The firft and greateft, which may be cal- 

led the Arch-Enemy, is the Drag, which is 

as unmerciful as an Epidemical Difezfe, that 
_ fweepsall into theduft ; orasa greedy and co- 
| yetous Monopolizer , engroffethallinto its own 
_ pofleffions, and fo verifies the old Proverb, 
} Thatallare Fijh that cometo that Net. Some 
there are that commend the following of the 
~Dragto Troll immediately after it; thefe love 
_ to ffhintroubled Waters, for they fay, The 
} Dragging the River , ftirs up the Fifh and 
. makes them more ready to catchat their prey: 
{cannot applaud the practice of thefe, nor 
_ judge it any waysconfentaneous to reafon ; for 
though it be confefs’d thar its an hard Bartel 
"where none efcapes, and that the Drag like an 
- Univerfal Diftemper cuts off the major part, yer 
| Still there will be fome left to renew their Spe- 
cies, which after a fhort time of quiet and for- 
| bearance will multiply and repleniththe Waters. 
i ee ve ase Lhe 
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This Ifuppofe, ifthere was none to come in 
and fucceed them in their place, as there are 
continually; though ‘(i fav) they may pro~ 
- pofe thefe ends asencouragements.to their Sport, 
yet they will find fuch a fcarcity and diminu+ 
tion among the Fijh, that their paftime wall be 
very cold and uncomfortable , having nothing 
to hope for o¢ truft unto but thofe few Seape- 
Drags ; which are only as the Gleamnigs when 
the Harveft is gone. iy gapped shies’ 
~ Another Enemy to the Sport isthe Bow Net, 
which though it be far more favourable and 
{paring , and ot afar lower Clafis than the 
Drag , yet itis by fo- much the more dangerous 
by how much it 1s private and uindifcovered ; 
for the Drag is a profels’d and a publick Foe 
which gives fome flotice and intimation to avoid 
thofe’ places it hath lately “cleanfed « bur the 
Bow- Net is {o clofe and fecret ‘a Murtherer, 
- Shae at cunningly flays and leaves no vihible 
Wotad, 02 GLUED «ens odd Dar eac 
Nother Plea there is that may be alledged 
for the Drag, which isthis, that it 1 feldom — 
‘ated Above once; fometimes not {Soften -as 
ance by the year; bur'the Row-=Net kills and‘de- 
ftroys,  {porls ahd plunders all the year long; 
“he Spring time indeed is the firtett for it, when 
the Fufh runand get ito the Scoures’; or elf im- 
mediately after a Flood to lay many of thefe in 
"mall Riyulets and Ditches, ‘they that ufe them, 
ie fae Shure be ee may 


may then make their Harveft of them , efpeci- 
ally after a Spring-flood. OF @ eet 
_ © The third Enemy that prefentsit elf to be ta- 


‘ken notice of for avoiding , isthe Stall or Tra- 


ble, becaufe itholds only the great Fifh , and 
gives the lefler leave to efcape. This Net is 


asthe Bow-Ner, becaufé ir.is ufually affifting 
to the Drag.) In Wafhes and back Dikes it may 
do good fervice, becaufé there they may both 
_draw it, and plunge on both fides it; bur in 
but only fet as a Stall to ftop the-Fifh: In one 
refpect ic is very Murdering , becaufe the 
_Majhes are made fo.alike on both fides, that it 
takes the Fifh which way foever they come. 
They that ule thisSport , ‘have commonly two 
to fet at'a little diftance , and then they may 
meet, and take moftthat are between them. 

_ AstotheCaft-Net, it is rather a Friend and 
fubfervient tothe Trol/, thanan Enemy to the 


_as with that ; becaufe out of a multitude of Fifh 


Baits. An Angleindeed may make a fhift fome- 
times in Summer, but that often takes either 
‘thofe that are too little or too big for 


) 
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mel: aNet which is made up of great Mdafhes 5 
asitisfo much the more tolerabje and allowa-— 


not fo common, nor fo much te be condemn’d 


the main Réver it can do no great Execution , 


Sport: forthereis no way fo good totake Baits 


which ittakes, you may have your choice of 


| Againy re 


hs: 


145. 
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Again, a Ca/f-Net is helpful for the taking 
fmali Fry, to feed Pikes ina Pondor the like, 
fo that it may be neceflary and beneficial many | 
ways. . Thofe that ufe it as deftructively as 
they-can imagine, will not revenge themfelves 
much upon the Pikes ; they may kill many 
{mall Facks with itin thallow Streams, but the 
great Fifhthat lie-deepand clof2, are too fecure 


- trom the narrow compafs of a Ca/t-Net : It may 


chance to falluponagreat one fometumes, yet 
il there be any Weds or Fogin the place , and 
the Net be not {trong and well bulleted, as alfo 
the Cafter very wary in drawing it up, the 


“Pike will deceive the expeStations of the Fufher. 


Ina clear place, where there are no impedi- 
ments or obftructions, andthe bottom {mooth 


- and level , it may haply enclof and draw up 

| sates Hobs bt where there are the leaften- 
-_.Gambrances to annoy the Net, it isto be fup- 
 pofed, the Fih will make his efgape: ‘The new 
- fort of Ners thatare hung with Chains inftead of 


Bullets , are too light for this fervice. 
Nextto the Nets which kill by whole fale , 


_ the Trollers are often the greateft Enemies one 


to another, efpecially the way of the Ledger- 


Bair,which is very deftructive to the Game , for 


‘that. enticing way which they ufe with a live 
Bait, and laying fuch an Army of Hooks, mutt 
needs weaken the Forces of the Watry Mili- 


ea 
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Dead Baits are not fo pernicious , ‘yer if they © 
be too often ufed, they will much leffen the ~ 
Fifh; for at fome feafons of the year they will 
bite almoft till there is none left in the place: 
‘The way tofavour it, isto be moderate, and 
nat to beat a River too much or with too many 
Hooks ;to Fifh more for pleafure than for profir, 
‘and to come but once or twice ina Seafon tothe 
fame River. : PROT as 
The Snare may dofome harm at the begins: — 
ning of the yearina Sunny day andaclearWater, — 
‘that isonly for by-places and narrow Scoures. 
. One. ofthe greateft Enemies is ftill to {peak 
of , which muftnot be forgotten, becaufehe . 
is {uch a-cunning and expert Fifher_, that he 
generally preys upon only the greateft and the 
belt Fifh of all kinds. ‘This isthe WatereDog , 
or Dog-Fifher , asfome call him ;. which will 
walk five or ten Miles toa Pond in a Night, 
cand fome have difputed whether he be a Beatt 
oraFith: hecan {mella Fifhabove an hundred 
Yards from him , and then he devours them, 
_and {poils more than he eats, leaving the Head | 
and great part of the Back untouched. 
Gefner {ays that his Stonesare a good Reniedy 
againft the Falling Sicknefs ; and that there 1s 
an Herb called Benione, which being hungin a 
Linnen Cloth near a Fifh Pond or any haunt 
that he ufes , it makeshim to avoid the place. 
There is fomany of them in a River ne 
: a that 
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that Careden fays the Name of it is called Orter- 


fey, fromthe abundance of Qiters that there 


‘breed, andare fedinit.. Though this:amphi- 
bious Creature be chief Regent, and is Tri- 
uumphantinthe Waters, yet the greedy and 
audacious Pike, williometimes fet him at defi- 


ance, andis fo bold as to give him Battel; as 


. fome have feen and obferved it, that a. Pike 


». fhath fought with an Oster for a Carp that he 


had gotten. ) ack | 3 

It would not be amifs for the Confervationof 
the Waters, to keep the fence Months, ,. which 
are three atthe Spring in Spawning-time , for if 
the taking the Damon her Nef when fhe © 
‘hatches her young , wereafin fo much againft 


_ Nature,thatit was forbidden in the Old Law , 


certainly the taking Fi/h in the time of their 
Spawning may be fomething unlawful as well 
ag hnndtufas: yeol cor eoliivl aor drs 

~ Befides fuch unnatural Fifhermen and all the 


Enemies before-mentioned, the Fuh have many 


_ more, asthe Bitterne, the Cormorant, the Ofprey, 


the Sea-Gull, the Herz, the King-Fifher , and 
many others ; which though they dare not make 
their prey upon the great Luce or Pike, yet they 
leflen the fmall Fry which fhould feed and fu- 
ftainthe greater; andfometimes they may de- 
vour young Jacksand Pickeril-. | : 


deren io: acotot Hew P. 
‘a 4 here Sect * * ne a Bus 
fe 5 i b 
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Here arein the Kingdom of England and 
Wales 555 Revers.  Lcannot conceive how 


ne MUIer jumps forequal, or comes to. be fo; 


wunlersare taken in. 
Now of thofe 55, England alone claims the, 
pay ot be fo many main Streams whieh either 


sity of fo vafta Current. As-to their Diverlities , 
s their Situations , their Diftanceand Remote= 


fothey are different both in the qualities of their 
> Fihes. uh ae te Supt 2 

‘Thofe that have a more immediate intercourfe 
with the Ocean , partake of its Influences , and 
e the fame Viciilitudes, the fame Fluxes, and 
efluxes, the {ame Salt Warer., and the fame 
el . Scaly 


reat; busthat | fuppotefome {mall Brooks and 


jave the denomination, or the fulnefs and capa=) 


Water, asalfo their various kinds and fpeci¢s- 
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yreatelt hare, having init 325, though there » 


ef, -or their Nearnef$ and Vicinity to the Seab 


fee 
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~ Sealy Army attends them which rules and beary 
‘ fway under Neptunes Government,: Thefe - 

are too deep to be tathom’d by the fhort Cordage 
of a Line, and therefore cannot be brought 
within the compais of our defigned Treatife. 
Thofe that are more in-land and farcher diftant 
from thecommon Regeptacle of Waters, ma 
be broughtinto the Lifts , and fall under the 
Notion of our intended Subject. 


‘To begin rhen with the neareft , and to fet 
forth the praifes our Native ah » we may 
preter the laa anges Avon, which hath 
afforded opportunities for our frequent Vifits, 
-. and may challenge the greateft fhare of our own 
experience. es piel 
© This River confifts chiefly of Pike and Perch, 
fome good Bream, few Carpe, Chevins, Gudgeon, 
Roches, &c. and very good Eel; it isa clear, | 

_ fine Stream, in moft places broad, and very 
deep. Somecallit by the Name ot Nie, be- 
caufe it hath its Original from Nine Fountains , 
though I cannot difcover above five Rivulets 
that flow in to the increafing of it: Springs ine 
deed there are many, that joyn Forcesto aug- 
mentit, the firft of which arifesabout Daven- 
tree. | p08 


_. There are feveral other Rivers that go by 
Niue the 
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! eName of Avon , one of which takes 
ts courte through the middle of Warwwick- 
flire. Site 2 : ee i ee 
 'Thenextin order to Avon is Welland, which 
may claim the fecond place in our Deforiptton, 
having much encouraged our Diverfions , and 
contributed very freely towards the perfeting 
and compleating of this Art. to hie aoe 


-» Thefe two, like loving Sifters,meet and falute - 
eachother at Crowland, and then part again. 
The Welland cannot bo aft of that ftore and plen- _ 
tyof Fifhas her Neighbour Avon ; with Pike 
and {maller Perch fhe is abundantly furmfh’d, — 
many Bream of amiddle fize, ilore of Chubs, 
Dace, Gudgeons, Eels, &c. She hath many turas ; 
and windings in herCurrent , which makes her 

|| the.more Commodious for ZrolJing, though flow — 
Pin running ; fo that after a great Flood,there will 
be no Fifhing for a long time. / : 


The Third, and nexttothefe, is the Oufe in 
Bedford{hire , a fair River and. full of Fifh 
much the (ame as that of Avon, agood Trolling 
iver. ‘ ae 


» From thence to the famed Cham, which gives 
Name to oir Mother Academia ; for Fhftoriaus 
d Antiquaries fay » That by fetting. a 


Bridge 
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Bridge’ over Cham, . it was called Can; 
bridge: > a | 


—Thas River is broad but fhallow,and is not 
‘€ommodious for the Troll as the Caf-Nei ; here 
are many Gadgeons , Ruffs, {mall facks; fome 
Trout and Chub; great part of itis Navigable , 
‘and therefore not fo favourable for our Sport , 
not only becauie thefailing of the Veilels much 
difturbs and thickens the/Waters with their Oars 

and Spreads , but becaufe thofe continual mo- 

_ -tionsthat keep the Warer from fettling, keep the 
Weeds from growing , which might harbour 
‘and fhelter the Fiftrom the violence of Nets, 
- The Stream of thisCham is fomewhat- Rapid and 
Velocious, both by reafomof the fhallowne(s of 

at, asalfothe level and ftreightnefs of in; it 
‘having’ but few Pitsand Crooks which might 
“render it ferviceable for our Recreation, How- 
ever if its Fountains cannot fend: forth fuch 7a- 
ters, that will multiply and generate Fijhes to 
 furmifh the Adjacent Countries , yet from that 
- ‘ancient’Scource of Liberal Arts and!Pious Lite- 
rature, have flowed:full Streams of Learned Sci- 
~énces, «which have refined all partsand corners 
of this Land, 7 nee 


Next to this Seminary of good Education, 

_ -gnay We place her Sifter Oxonia the other Nurfe 
and Breaft of Learning: This , as well as the 
Be | _ other, 


RCM ee. 
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other; hath the denomination from the River 
the Foord of Oxen ; or'as fome derive it Oke — 
ford,quafi Oufgord, from the River Oxfé adjoyne 
ing tour. | | 
_. From thence we hiaften to the River Sniufi; 
whether fo called from the fwiftnefs and velo« 
city of its motion, is difputable ;. it. waters: 
‘and wafheth Lutterworth in Lescefter fhire 4 


and then kindly greetsthe greater Avon. > 


The renowned Trent is generally known, _ 
being remarkable in the very Name and: Deri~ 
vation, which fome have it -called from Tri- 
ginta, becaufe it, is ford with Thirty: forts of 
'Fifhes,. Ifthat be true, the muft certainly: bor- 
row fome of her Mothers’ Brood , the Sale 
| Off-fpring of the Sea; fince there are-not fo 
many diftinct kinds of Fifhes-that have their’ 
_ being and habitation inthe Frefh Waters... 


__ Borderingto this; is the Capaciotys Hymse. 
ber; and many more: fpreading through. the? 
| Northern €limate ; the moft Antient of wwhich,: 
is the greater Oufe, Commodious for Enrich-, _ 
Ling the City of York... Some fay, . Humber: 

is not adiftin’t Rever of its felf, but only: the’ 
Mouth and £/fuarium of diverfe Rivers here 
confluent and meeting together, as Youre, 
Jarwent, efpecially Oufe. and: Trent yowhich 
ere changethits Name, More” 
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More Northerly ftillis the noted Taeed ; on 
whofe Bank is feated the Impregnable Town 
of Berwick. wat GI, | 


€ The River Tine, fo famous for New-Caftle, 
and her Inexhauftible Coa/-Pits. Kent boatts 
much of her Prineely AMéedyay s famous for 
harbouring the Royal Navy. i 


- Swift-running Severne is a fpecial Glory 
and Ornament to the City Gloceffer , then 
which (faysan Ancient Author) there is not 
any for Channel broader , for Stream fitter, 
or for Fifh better ftored. There is inita dai- 
lyrage and fury of Waters; which may be 
called a Galph or Wahirl-poolot Waves, railing: 
 upthe Sand from the bottom , ‘winding and 
_ driving upon great heaps; fometimes fhe over- 
flowethher Banks, undroveth a great way up~ 
on the. face of her Bordering grounds, and a-; 
— gain retireth as Conqueror into her ufual Chan- 
| wélys unhappy is the Veilel which fhe taketh 
full upon the fides ; for if the VVatermen are. 
aware ofit, theyturn the Veflel upem it, and 
cut through the middeft of it , whereby they 
check , and avoid: that violence and’ danger : 

fhe is called Sabrina, from the name of a Maid 
that wasthere drowned. Die MSEC. 


|. There are many noted Rivers in Darbyfhire , 
os Dan 
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; Sabie, » Dewvonfhire , Shropfhire &e. the 

Defeription of which would be ft fora larger 
Volum , and cannot be reduced into this F- 
pitome. o 
The moftconfiderable of them any may be 


fumm’d up , and comprehended i in thefe follow~_ 
ing Verfes, a 


Queen Faves the inf for Ships, bend 


4 Su wans 1 Croven’d : 


The Cho vflal Trent for Fords and, tate | 


Kc Renown d : 


And Stately Severn ‘for ber i ah as 
praisd, 


1 eweaftles Tine to Albions Cis as 
p waisd ¢ 


Weft Chefter brags much of her hols ty 
Dee, 23. pit 

Tbe Peake dep Dove, “whofe Banks fe 

a fertile be, 

\ ale many wonders 


g. her Oufe. Fae 
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The Northern Borders boufts of Sweeds 
fair flood, 


And the old ‘Lee = of Danith ; 
blood. 3 


Ake your Prke, and open ‘hitn , 
‘@ rub ‘him within with Salt and 
‘Claret Wine, fave the Milt, a little’of 
the Blood ‘and Fat ; cut bish de: two or 
three pieces and put him in when the 
‘Water Boils; put in with him fweet 
_ Marjorum, Savory, Timer Fennel , 
‘with a good handful of Salt; let him 
boil near half an hour : Forthe Sauce, 
take {weet: Butter, Anchovies , Horfe 
Raddith, Claret Wine, of each : a'pood 
‘quantity ; alittle of the Blood, Sker- 
lot, or Garlick ; fome Lemon fliced ., 
| ‘beat them well mmpetier end fervehim. 
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